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Burundi 


Government Denies Bagaza in Bujumbura 
AB111127 Paris AFP in French 0958 GMT 11 Mar 88 


[Text] Bujumbura, | | Mar (AFP)}—The Burundian Min- 
istry of External Relations and Cooperation today 
denied that ex-President Jean-Baptiste Bagaza had 
returned to Burundi, where he is supposedly in prison. 
This news from Brussels is “baseless” and “Bagaza is not 
in Burundi,” the ministry stated, also describing as 
“totally false’’ the reports about arrests and the death of 
a political detainee. “There is not a single political 
prisoner in Burundi. All humanitarian organizations can 
ascertain this reality for themselves,” the ministry 
pointed out. The new regime announced the release of all 
political detainees in Burundi a day after the September 
1987 military coup d'etat in which Major Pierre Buyoya 
toppled Colonel Jean-Baptiste Bagaza, it will be recalled. 


Cameroon 


Biya Departs for Gabon Anniversary Celebration 
ABi?1027 Dakar PANA in French 0917 GMT 
12 Mar 88 


[Text] Yaounde, 12 Mar (CAMNEWS/PANA)}—Paul 
Biya, the Cameroonian head of state, left Yaounde late 
in the evening on Friday [11 March] for Libreville, 
Gabon, to participate in the festivities marking the 20th 
anniversary of the Gabonese Democratic Party, accord- 
ing to an official source. President Biya is leading a large 
delegation, and the Cameroon Government daily, 
CAMEROON TRIBUNE, devoted a full page to the 
event. The paper reviewed the cooperation between 
Cameroon and Gabon since Yaounde and Libreville 
established diplomatic relations in 1960 as well as the 
economic, social, and cultural achievements of Gabon. 
The paper also reviewed what has been achieved by the 
Gabonese party since President Bongo created it on 12 
March 1968. 


Returns 13 March 
AB132053 Yaounde Domestic Service in French 
1900 GMT 13 Mar 88 


[Excerpt] President Paul Biya returned to Yaounde this 
morning from Libreville, where he participated in the 
festivities of the 20th anniversary of the Gabonese 
Democratic Party, PDG. The head of state was wel- 
comed on arrival by some of his close associates. The 
head of state left the Gabonese capital amid a thunder of 
applause from a large crowd of people who were at the 
airport to see him off. The head of state’s visit to Gabon 
can be described as a successful one. Here is a report 
from Serge Nano Ntoni: 


[Begin recording] The head of state’s brief but extremely 
busy visit to Gabon on the occasion of the celebration of 
the PDG’s 20th anniversary can be summed up as 
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follows: active participation in the festivities, two pri- 
vate meetings, and a series of consultations. The quality 
of the delegation that accompanied the president testi- 
fies to the importance of this visit. The delegation 
included: Philippe Mataga, minister of foreign affairs; 
Benjamin Itoe, minister of justice and keeper of the 
seals; Ferdinand Leopold Oyono, minister of urbanism 
and habitat; Hamadjoda Adjoudji, minister of animal 
husbandary, animal industries, and fisheries; Titus Edo- 
zoa, minister in charge of missions at the presidency of 
the Republic: Rene Tabi, deputy chief of the presidential 
office; (Jean-Baptist Beli Oken), chief of protocol at the 
presidency of the Republic; and Captain Roger Motaze, 
aide de camp to the president of the Republic. There is 
no doubt that the talks the president of the Republic held 
with his counterparts, notably President Omar Bongo 
and Marshal Mobutu Sese Seko, enabled them to thor- 
oughly review current problems, recall issues affecting 
Central African countries, and discuss bilateral relations. 
[passage omitted] [end recording] 


Biya, France's Penn Discuss Chad-Libya Conflict 
AB121442 Yaounde Domestic Service in French 
1900 GMT 11 Mar 88 


[Excerpts] Before leaving for Libreville this afternoon, 
President Paul Biya received Mr Guy Penn, the French 
senator in charge of French nationals living abroad, in 
the VIP Lounge of the Yaounde Airport. At the end of 
his audience, Mr Penn told reporters about the aim of his 
visit to Cameroon. 


[Begin recording] [Penn] The main reason for my visit 
here is as the senator in charge of French nationals living 
abroad, and I will meet those living in Yaounde today 
and those living in Douala tomorrow. [passage omitted] 


[Reporter] Your Excellency, we know that the Chadian 
issue is a topic of cuacern for France. What do you think 
of the upcoming meeting between Hissein Habre and 
Mu‘ammar al-Qadhdhafi? 


[Penn] Listen, just 3 weeks ago, I met President Abdou 
Diouf, who is also quite concerned about this issue, and 
yesterday I met President Bongo. I believe that all the 
African heads of state agree that the African Continent 
already has enough problems due to the international 
crisis, and they hope to avoid any escalation in the 
current conflicts. France, throughout the years, has 
always supported an independent Chad in possession of 
its territorial integrity and in control of its borders. This 
is what France has always wanted to see, and it is helping 
to keep it that way. As for other African nations, it is 
understandable that they should make so much effort to 
find a peaceful solution to the Chadian issue. That is why 
the OAU ad hoc committee and any other possibility 
initiated by the African countries to meet with one 
another will be very welcomed in France and by French 
public opinion. [end recording] 
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Gabon 
Bongo, Others Mark Party’s 20th Anniversary 


Visitors Arrive 
AB111909 Libreville Africa No 1 in French 
1830 GMT 11 Mar 88 


[Excerpt] [Passage omitted] The heads of state invited to 
Participate in the festivities marking the 20th anniver- 
sary of the Gabonese Democratic Party continue to 
arrive in Libreville. Presidents Hissein Habre of Chad, 
Andre Kolingba of the CAR, Paul Biya of Cameroon, 
and Pinto da Costa of Sao Tome and Principe arrived in 
Libreville this afternoon. [passage omitted] 


Bongo Speech 
AB111700 Paris AFP in French 1438 GMT 11 Mar 88 


[Text] Libreville, 11 Mar (AFP)}—President Omar Bon- 
go, founder of the Gabonese Democratic Party (PDG), 
in a televised address this evening drew a balance sheet 
of the achievemerts of his party, which is celebrating its 
20th anniversary tomorrow, !2 March. Mr Bongo 
recalled that the PDG is an “authentically Gabonese” 
means of fighting against “division” and “anarchy;” it is 
a party meant for “‘e.erybody,” which has brought an 
end “to the abuses inherent in the political parties of the 
past era” and made it possible “to include the people and 
allow them to participate” in the development of the 
country. The head of state emphasized that the party has 
gone through several phases within the past 20 years, and 
he referred to the economic situation which has evolved 
from one of “wild capitalism” toward a “democratic and 
concrete progressism.” On the political level, this devel- 
opment has been characterized with each passing con- 
gress by the establishment of structures geared “toward a 
more enhanced democratization.” The PDG, according 
to its founder, has become “the cement and bedrock of 
the now rediscovered national unity,” and continues to 
be the essential element in our struggle to achieve the set 
goals of our development program.“ “We are in a 
position today to meet any challenges, reagardless of 
their origin, in vigorously affirming our national identi- 
ty, Our personality, and our absolute sovereignty.“ 


Gabon’s “open door” diplomacy tends to favor “dia- 
logue and consultation,” “compromise,” but not “com- 
promising any time force is opposed to legality.” “We 
have tirelessly defended understanding among sister 
States, notably in Africa,” Mr Bongo added. “Gabon, a 
law-abiding state in which there is no political prisoner, 
is a land of asylum and hospitality for refugees, regard- 
less of their origin.” Recalling Gabon’s many achieve- 
ments in the economic, social, and cultural fields, Pres- 
ident Bongo emphasized that “a lot still remains to be 
done.” Thanks to Gabon’s natural and human wealth, he 
stressed that “despite the international economic crisis, 
we are very confident in the ability of our country to 
overcome the present difficulties.” However, “this 
progress toward which we are working demands national 


~ 
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unity and cohesion more than ever before.” Mr Bongo 
finally called on all Gabonese citizens to reflect on the set 
objectives because “the renovation policy must not be 
frozen in time. It must be permanent, dynamic, and 
realistic. It must be pursued in a calculated manner while 
at the same time being adapted to the economic, social, 
cultural, and political changes.” 


More on Festivities, Speech 
AB130922 Libreville Africa No 1 in French 
1830 GMT 12 Mar 88 


[Text] A soccer match was played this afternoon at Omar 
Bongo Sports Complex in Libreville between a team 
made up of members of the Political Bureau and the 
Central Committee and a team from the Estuaire Pro- 
vincial Soccer Federation in order to wind up activities 
marking the 20th anniversary of the Gabonese Demo- 
cratic Party, PDG. This morning an impressive military 
and civilian parade was held in Libreville. Present at the 
ceremony along with President Bongo were the six heads 
of state of Zaire, Congo, the CAR, Cameroon, Chad, and 
S10 Tome and Principe, as well as representatives of 
friendly countries such as Benin, Morocco, Algeria, the 
United States, and so on. 


In his nationwide address yesterday, President Bongo 
assessed the achievements of the PDG since its creation. 
In the following excerpt from the address, the Gabonese 
head of state emphasizes the need for further efforts 
within the PDG in order to meet the needs of the 
Gabonese people: 


[Begin recording] In the future, the party will reflect on 
the means to better achieve its objectives. It must take 
into account the future of its male and female militants, 
especially those who were born at the same time as the 
party and who expect the party to come up with new 
ideas commensurate with their hopes and legitimate 
ambitions. It must consolidate national unity, safeguard 
democracy, provide better living conditions, and foster 
more justice and equity. It must also preserve national 
peace and security. Democracy must continue to be a 
leaven for national unity and progress which will be 
achieved through dialogue, consultations, and in a 
peaceful atmosphere. 


We must be able to design the (?proper tools) for the 
management of our democracy in order to preserve it. 
That is the price to be paid if we want to forestall any 
excesses likely to generate disorder and anarchy, thus 
jeopardizing all the progress and achievements of the 
party. [end recording] 


Prisoners’ C 
AB111805 Libreville Africa No 1 in French 
1230 GMT 11 Mar 88 


[Text] As he has often done, El Hadj Omar Bongo, the 
Gabonese head of state, has chosen to mark this 20th 
anniversary of the PDG [Gabonese Democratic Party] 
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with a symbolic act. He has decided to grant prisoners a 
reduction of their sentences. This measure concerns 
Gabonese common law prisoners who have been impris- 
oned for conspiracy, voluntary manslaughter, armed 
robbery, or violence. The sentences will be reduced in 
proportion to the terms of imprisonment. Reductions 
vary from the freeing of prisoneis serving prison terms of 
less than 6 months, to 4 years imprisonment for those 
sentenced to more than 10 years. Life imprisonment 
sentences have been reduced to 20 years imprisonment. 


Bongo on Possible Chad-Libya Summit 
AB131535 Paris AFP in French 1316 GMT 13 Mar 88 


[Text] Libreville, 13 Mar (AFP)}—Mr Omar Bongo, the 
Gabonese president, confirmed in Libreville today that 
he was working toward bringing the Chadian and Libyan 
presidents together during a preliminary meeting of the 
OAU ad hoc committee on the Chad-Libya conflict. For 
his part, President Hissein Habre, who was in Libreville 
yesterday, declared that Chad was “ready to encourage 
and participate in any efforts that could lead to a 
peaceful solution” of the Chad-Libya conflict. (At the 
beginning of the week in Khartoum, Mr Ide Oumarou, 
OAU secretary general, told the SUDANESE NEWS 
AGENCY (SUNA) in an interview that the Libyan 
leader and the Chadian president would be meeting in 
Dakar on 11 aud 12 April in the presence of the OAU ad 
hoc committee.) 


Answering questions at Libreville Airport, where he was 
seeing off the heads of state who had participated yes- 
terday in the activities marking the 20th anniversary of 
the Gabonese Democratic Party (PDG, the sole party), 
President Bongo confirmed that it would be necessary 
for “the two heads of state (Libyan and Chadian) to meet 
in the presence of two or three presidents, to decide on 
the manner in which the summit of the ad hoc commit- 
tee (scheduled for 10 to 12 April) in Dakar, wil! be 
organized. This preliminary meeting could take place in 
the presence of the Algerian, Gabonese, and Congolese 
presidents, according to a reliable source, at an unspec- 
ified date and place. Mr Bongo emphasized that “the 
OAU has the final say, but this meeting can help to avoid 
any misunderstanding during the Dakar summit (...) and 
consolidate the ceasefire.“ In this connection, President 
Bongo expressed the hope that the Chadian and Libyan 
heads of state would sign such a ceasefire agreement in 
the presence of their fellow heads of state of the OAU. 


Questioned a few moments later as he was preparing to 
leave Gabon, President Habre reaffirmed that “any 
initiative that is geared toward a peaceful solution is 
welcome.” He added that “Chad is prepared to encour- 
age and participate in any efforts” that would be made in 
that direction. The OAU ad hoc committee, which is 
charged with the Chad-Libya conflict (over the Aozou 
Strip which is being claimed by both Chad and Libya) 
comprises six countries: Algeria, Cameroon, Gabon 
(which is its chairman), Mozambique, Nigeria, and 
Senegal. The summit meeting, which is scheduled for 10 
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to 12 April this year in Dakar, could be postponed as a 
result of the internal situation in Senegal and the avail- 
ability of the heads of state, it has been learned from a 
reliable source in Libreville. 


Sao Tome & Principe 


President, Press Discuss Commando Operation 


40 Arrested 
MB111439 Luanda Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1200 GMT 11 Mar 88 


[Text] Comrade Jose Eduardo dos Santos, chairman of 
the MPLA-Labor Party and president of the People’s 
Republic of Angola, has sent a message to Manuel Pinto 
da Costa, president of the Democratic Republic of Sao 
Tome and Principe. Deputy State Security Minister 
Fernando da Piedade Dias dos Santos delivered Presi- 
dent Jose Eduardo dos Santos’ message to the Sao 
Tomean head of state. 


According to the Angolan Popular Te'evision [TPA] 
eam which accompanied the Angolan envoy’s visit to 
Sao Tome and Principe, President Jose Eduardo dos 
Santos’ message focused on strengthening friendshin, 
solidarity, and cooperation between the two countrics. 
At the end of the audience given to the Angolan official, 
the Sao Tomean head of state granted an interview to the 
TPA reporting team, in which he discussed the situation 
in his country after the attempted coup d'etat on 8 
March. 


{Begin recording] [D2 Costa] The situation is normal. 
We are in control of the situation. It is believed that 43 
men took part in this attempt. We have already been able 
to arrest 40 men. I must also stress that our security 
forces played an extremely important role. The people’s 
role was also decisive. Had it not been for the people’s 
massive participation, we would not have been able to 
neutralize the enemy so quickly. 


The situation is calm. However, we must continue our 
vigilance. We must mobilize our people to be vigilant 
and ready to face other possible attempts , although we 
can neutralize the enemy. 


[Reporter] Will these events in any way affect Sao 
Tome’s relations with neighboring countries? 


{Da Costa] I do not think so. These development- 
s...[pauses] One must take into account that the compo- 
sition of the group that invaded the country is essentialiy 
Sao Tomean. There were foreigners, but | believe that 
the foreigners in the group that invaded the country are 
not Africans. Thus, we have not discerned any reason for 
these events to affect our relations with African countries 
in general, and with (?Angola) in particular. On the 
contrary, I believe that these developments may lead to 
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even greater cooperation with the African countries, 
precisely to thwart any individuals aiming to use the 
territories of African countries for carrying out destabi- 
lization against us. 


[Reporter] (?lt is said) that some of those individuals 
received military training in South Africa. Can you 
confirm this? 


[Da Costa] We believe that we will be able to reach more 
definitive conclusions only after interrogations and 
investigations. We would prefer to carry out the investi- 
gations and then we will be able to release more ("precise 
information). [end recording] 


‘Not Americans’ 
LD112113 Lisbon Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1900 GMT 11 Mar 88 


[Excerpt] The president of Sao Tome e Principe has 
confirmed the presence of two citizens from the Ameri- 
can continent among those arrested for involvement in 
the attempted coup on Monday night. Pinto da Costa 
added, however, that they were not Americans, as had 
been reported by Western news sources.[sentence as 
heard] In the meantime, Ambassador Vernon Walters 
arrived today in Sao Tome. He said he was impressed 
with Sao Tomean pragmatism. Pinto da Costa lefi Sao 
Tome today for Gabon. [passage omitted] 


‘Not a Coup Attempt’ 
AB121242 Paris AFP in French 0958 GMT 12 Mar 88 


[Text] Libreville, 12 Mar (AFP)}—The attempt by an 
Opposition commando group to land in Sao Tome on the 
night of 7 March “will not affect the decisions of the 
party and the government” to pursue the regime's 
democratization process, President Manuel Pinto da 
Costa stated yesterday in Libreville. Mr Pinto da Costa 
arrived yesterday in Libreville with other heads of state 
to participate in the festivities being organized to cele- 
brate the 20th anniversary of the Gabonese Democratic 
Party (PDG) which, according to observers, shows that 
he has the situation well under control. 


The operation of the commando group was “not a coup 
attempt,” “but an attempt by a group of adventurers 
who wanted to invade” Sao Tome and “to try, by violent 
means to realize their ambitions,” Pinto da Costa 
asserted in an interview with the press. 


“In 2 days, we were able to neutralize the action of the 
invaders,” the Sao Tome president explained. After 
clashing with the security forces, who killed two of the 
assailants, ““most members of the commando group were 
arrested and two or three of them are on the run,” he 
explained. “One person was injured” among the govern- 
ment forces, he added. 
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He confirmed thai the commando group, which came by 
boat into the waters of the archipelago, later landed in 
light craft on several beaches of the Island of Sao Tome. 
President Pinto da Costa refused to say which port the 
commando group had used to launch their operaticn, 
referring to an “investigation” that is to be made. “What 
I can clearly state is that the boat did not come from 
Gabon.” he nevertheless said. Quintiliano Amado, sec- 
retary general of the National Resistance Front of Sao 
Tome and Principe (FRNSTP-opposition in exile), 
asserted on 10 March in Lisbon that the operation had 
been mounted by a dissident faction of the movement 
and that the commando group left from Walvis Bay 
(Namibia) and from Cameroon. 


The head of state explained that “there were foreign 
nationals” in the commando group, including South 
Americans, he clearly said. He emphasized “the very 
active participation” of the inhabitants in foiling the 
commando group. “It was very touching. Even children” 
contributed to the defense of the country, he said. In 
addition, ‘some fishermen guided the assailants so that 
their boat would run aground.” 


President da Costa also confirmed that “an earlier group 
had landed on 25 February.” 10 days before the real 
operation—to “test our defense capability.” At that 
time, “there was not resistance” and the security forces, 
although put on the alert, did not intervene, he 
explained. The head of state said that the members of the 
commando group would be put on trial. “Naturally, 
when one commits a crime, one must be tried,” he 
declared, going on to explain that “no arrests were made 
among the inhabitants.” 


President Pinto da Costa also emphasized that the 
democratization policy which was introduced in Ocio- 
ber, and which envisages the holding of presidential and 
legislative elections under universal suffrage “in 1990,” 
has not been disturbed. “It is necessary to adopt and 
extend an open-door policy (...) to all Sao Tome nation- 
als abroad who want to return home to contribute to the 
economic development of the country,” he said. Howev- 
er, he ruled out “holding a dialogue with people who use 
submachine guns.” “We accept, because we consider this 
a positive thing, the existence of different points of view 
among Sao Tomeans,” he said. “With a variety of views, 
we can use dialogue to find the best way to take the 
country out of its state of underdevelopment,” President 
da Costa concluded. 


‘U.S. Nationals’ Participated 
LD100736 Moscow TASS in English 0713 GMT 
10 Mar 88 


[“U.S. Hirelings Participate in Abortive Coup”—TASS 
headline] 


[Text] Luanda March 10 TASS—U.S. nationals were 
among participants in the abortive coup started early 
Tuesday morning in the Democratic Republic of Sao 


FBIS-AFR-88-049 
14 March 1988 


Tome and Principe, Manuel Dende. spokesman of the 
Sao Tome press agency. said in Luanda on Wednesday. 
He said in an interview with the Angolan news agency 
ANGOP that one of Americans had been killed and 
another taken prisoner by security officers of the repub- 
lic. Mercenaries from other countries, including African 
States, were also among attackers. 


Manuel Dende said that security forces captured Afonso 
dos Santos, chieftain of plotters. as well as many other 
accomplices in the coup during a combing operation of 
coastal areas of Sao Tome island. 


ANGOP says that members of opposition Sao Tome 
groups undergo military training in Namibia with the 
knowledge of the occupying authorities of racist South 
Africa. It is quite probable that commandos were lifted 
to Sao Tome with assistance from the Pretoria regime, 
the agency points out. 


Need for ‘Dialogue’ 
AB122114 Libreville Africa No 1 in French 
1830 GMT 12 Mar 88 


[Text] The political situation is calm in Sao Tome after 
lasi Wednesday’s [9 March] coup attempt. President 
Manuel Pinto da Costa, who is on a visit to Gabon, took 
advantage of his visit to provide further explanations. 


[Begin recording] It has been a long time—since 1975— 
that we have taken a very clear stand on the differences 
that may exist in the Sao Tomean society. You are aware 
that in any society, there are contradictory interests 
which are sometimes antagonistic. We believed that 
through dialogue we could actually resolve the problems 
and divergences that may exist in a society. That is why 
for many years we have decided to make an internal 
political opening so that all Sao Tomeans of different 
ideologies and political leanings are able to participate 
within the party, the MLSTP [Movement for the Liber- 
ation of Sao Tome and Principe], to discuss and bring 
their contributions to the solution of Sao Tome’s politi- 
cal and economic problems. This policy of dialogue has 
always been followed by us and our party. But you know 
that you cannot initiate dialogue with people who 
threaten you with pistols and machine guns. | think that 
this form of dialogue requires another type of reaction. 
{end recording} 


Zaire 
Mobutu Discusses Economy at New Cabinet Meeting 


AB120655 Dakar PANA in French 1230 GMT 
11 Mar 8&8 


{Text} Kinshasa, 11 Mar (AZAP/PANA}—During the 
first cabinet meeting that he chaired yesterday, after 
swearing in members of the new cabinet announced last 
Monday [7 March], Marshal Mobutu Sese Seko, the 
Zairian head of state, dwelt once again on the country’s 


an 
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economic, financial, and monetary situation. The Zai- 
rian president reminded members of the government 
surrounding him that he had just devoted, in less than 10 
days, four important meetings to the country’s econom- 
ic, financial, and monetary issues. He conferred notably 
with the representatives of Zaire’s main partners by 
receiving the ambassadors of the OECD to Kinshasa and 
the resident representatives of the IMF and the World 
Bank. 


President Mobutu is currently concerned by two aspects 
of the country’s economic problems: on the one hand, 
the practice in Zaire of a poorly understood economic 
liberalism that has been blindy applied; and on the other 
hand, Zaire’s future relations with its main financial 
partners as part of the structural adjustment program 
that the Zairian head of state wants to be successful at all 
costs. These relations, President Mobutu stressed, must 
be reviewed and renegotiated. 


Speaking about the problem of economic liberalism, a 
system in which the Central Committee of the Popular 
Movement for the Revolution (MPR-STATE party) 
involved the nation 17 months ago, thinking that it was 
the best way to rapid development, President Mobutu 
nevertheless affirmed that as practiced in his country, 
economic liberalism could very easily cause confusion 
and anarchy which covld lead the country into a disas- 
trous socioeconomic situation. To support his statement, 
the president mentioned three sectors in which the 
practice of a poorly understood economic liberalism had 
adverse consequences: the commercialization of pre- 
cious stones, the supply of petroleum products, and the 
policy of fixing prices. According to the Zairian head of 
state, liberalism, as understood in the commercialization 
of prec’ous stones, led dealers to form powerful organi- 
zations hat defied the very authority of the state. He 
accused them of attacking the value of the zaire by 
assuming the right to set its exchange rate with the dollar 
and of causing the zaire’s continual depreciation by 
virtue of the sacrosanct principle of economic liberalism. 
Things must change, and they will very soon, promised 
Marshal Mobutu. 


Concerning the problem of petroleum companies oper- 
ating in Zaire, President Mobutu recalled the promise 
that Zaire’s financial partners made in June 1986 in 
order to pursuade the parent organizations of these 
companies to inject foreign exchange into the Zairian 
market when they supply their Zairian affiliated firms, 
thus definitely solving the thorny problem of the supply 
of petroleum products. This promise wat not kept, he 
remarked. He added that today, petroleum companies go 
to the extent of ridiculing the state by purposely causing 
regular shortages in supply. What is even more serious is 
that these companves take the liberty of defying the 
government by finding al! sorts of ‘alse pretexts for not 
paying their taxes to the state. These unpaid taxes are 
currently evaluated at 2 billion zaires. Presidert 
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Mobutu, who has initiated a series of contacts with 
neighboring petroleum producing countries, is deter- 
mined to take up the challenge, whatever the cost. 


The policy of fixing prices as currently practiced in Zaire 
was strongly condemred by the head of state, who held 
businessmen fully responsible for this. Both nationals 
and foreigners, in the name of false liberalism, increase 
the prices of their goods in a disorderly way, thus 
substantially decreas:ng the purchasing power of the 
working masses. The Zairian president asked the offi- 
cials of the economic 2nd financial sec.ors of his govern- 
ment to take all the necessary steps to prevent this evil. 
In this connection, the minister of foreign affairs was 
instructed to receive the Lebanese ambassador without 
delay in order to express to him the Zairian authorities’ 
profound concern over the intolerable practices of many 
Lebanese businessmen in Zaire. 


Commenting on Zaire’s present relations with all its 
partners, Marshal Mobutu explainec that things must be 
clarified. During the new cabinet’s first meeting on 
Monday evening, President Mobutu explained that from 
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1983 to this day, Zaire has paid $2,095,000 billion for 
the servicing of its external debts as against only $1 
billion received from its partners, that is, a net sum of 
about $1 billion in favor of developing countries. Once 
again, he drew the attention of Zaire’s partners to the 
fact that h.s country, which should really be an importe- 
of the capita! indispensable for its development, could 
not afford to continue with the present situation that 
makes it a net exporter of capital. 


Zaire, the head of state emphatically said, is happy to 
have been cited by its partners for 5 long years as “an 
exemplary student.” But it is high time, he added, that its 
legitimate concern for its economic growth was taken 
into account, in order to allow for the improvement of 
the living conditions of its people and to permit the 
normal functoning of the state and the funding of social 
programs. For President Mobutu, it is imperative that 
agreements be reached between his country and its 
partners so that Zaire can stop being an exporter of 
capital to the detriment of its ii:ternal development, 
which seeks the happiness of its inhabitants and the 
stability of the state apparatus. 
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Ethiopia 


Eritrean Official on ‘Emergency,’ Arrest Campaign 


Mengistu Whereabouts Questic.ed 
JN131011 Manama WAKH in Arabic 0925 GMT 13 
Mar &8& 


[Text] Manama !3 Mar (WAKH}—Mohammad Oth- 
man Abu Bakr, representative of the Eritrean Unified 
National Council in the Arabian Gulf countries, has 
stated that the head of the Ethiopizn regime announced 
a state of emergency in the country 20 days ago following 
a rebellion in the 2d Division which has spread to all the 
other military units throughout Ethiopia. He added that 
this has forced the Ethiopian regime to proclaim a state 
of emergency in all parts of Ethiopia, the Ethiopian 
capital has been living under this state of emergency for 
4 past 10 days, and all communications have been cut 
off. 


He added: Reports mention that the situation in Ethio- 
pia is deteriorating and that Mengistu Haile Mariam, the 
head of the Ethiopian regime, is carrying out a large-scale 
arrest campaign against Ethiopian officers of various 
ranks. 


In a statement to WAKH, Othman Abu Bakr said that 
Mengistu Haile Mariam has not been seen since the 2d 
Division rebellion began in Eritrea. 


On the other hand, reports mention that Amanuel Amde 
Michael, the vice president of the Ethiopian regime [title 
as received], accompanied by a large delegation have 
sought refuge in the United States. 


Michael has announced at a press conference that he will 
seek asylum in the United States, thus indicating that the 
regime of Mengistu Haile Mariam is on the verge of 
collapse, in view of its failure in the political and 
economic fields as well as its failure to Politically and 
militarily settle the Eritrean problem. 


Further on ‘Political Crisis’ 
EA131352 Omdurman National Unity Radio in Arabic 
1400 GMT 11 Mar 88 


[Text] The Ethiopian Government is facing a serious 
political crisis, which has prompted President Mengistu 
Haile Mariam to fear that he is the target of an assassi- 
nation conspiracy. This was reported in a statement by 
the Unified Organization of the Eritrean Liberation 
Front [as heard], which referred to Mengistu’s absence 
from the political scene for some time, during which he 
has been represented by Berhanu Bayeh, his foreign 
minister. During OAU meetings, that minister read a 
speech on his behalf. 
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The statement addec -hat a curfew had been imposed for 
some hours ia Addis Ababa, the capital, from 1400 until 
0900. The same appiied io Asmera and other Ethiopian 
areas. 


The statement referred to the recent move by the Ethi- 
opian authorities to carry out death sentences on the 
commanders in Nakfa, General [preceding word in 
English] Tariku Yayine; General [preceding word in 
English] Regass: Jima, the commander of the 2d Divi- 
sion in Eritrea, General [preceding word i english] 
Kebede Begashaw, the commander of the (Mekit) Bri- 
gade; and six other senior Ethiopian military officers. 


The movement added that it was in full control of the 
situation in Eritrea. It said the Ethiopian 2d Division in 
Eritrea had mutinied against its command, thus exacer- 
bating the Addis Abava Government's crisis in Eritrea. 
The movement called on the forces of world liberation 
ana international public opinion to support the revolu- 
tion of the Eritrean people in their struggle to assert their 
right to self-deiermination. 


20 Reportedly Killed in EPLF Attack 11 March 
EA131712 (Clandestine) Voice of the Broad Masses 
of Eritrea in Tigrinya 0400 GMT 13 Mar 88 


[Text] Units of the Zonal Army of the EPLF have 
attacked an enemy patrol between Adi Keyih and Sege- 
neti areas. In the aiiack, carried out on 11 March, our 
heroes killed 20 and captured 4 enemy soldiers. They 
also captured 16 Kalashnikov rifles and | RPG launcher 
for the EPLF. 


Mengistu Sends Messages to African Leaders 
EA131358 Addis Ababa in Amharic to Neighboring 
Countries 1600 GMT 11 Mar 88 


[Text] Comrade Mengistu Haile Mariam, secretary gen- 
eral of the WPE Central Committee, PDRE President 
and commander in chief of the Revolutionary Armed 
Forces, today sent congratulatory messages to the leaders 
of the republics of Senegal and Mauritania on the 
occasion of the reelection of the president and the 
country’s 21st independence day respectively. 


In the message he sent on behalf of the people and 
government of Ethiopia and his own behalf to Senegalese 
President Abdou Diouf and Mauritanian Prime Minister 
(Inrod Vegnat), the comrade secretary general expressed 
pleasure over the reelection of the president and the 
marking of independence day. In his messages, Comrade 
Mengistu Haile Mariam wishec the people of the two 
countries peace and prosperity, and to President Diouf 
and Prime Minister (Vegnat) good health. 
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Prime Minister Sends Condolences to SRV 
LD131637 Addis Ababa in Amharic to Neighboring 
Countries 1600 GMT 12 Mar 88 


[Text] Comrade Fikre-Selassie Wogderess, member of 
the WPE Central Committee Politburo and prime min- 
ister of the PDRE, today sent a message of condolence 
on the occasion of the sudden death of Comrade Pham 
Hung, member of the Communist Party of Vietnam 
[SRV] Certral Committee Politburo and chairman of 
the country’s Council of Ministers. In the message, sent 
on behalf of the Council of Ministers, the people of 
Ethiopia, and on his own behalf, Comrade Fikre-Selassie 
expressed profound regret over the death of Comrade 
Pham Hung to the SRV Council of Ministers and people. 
and to the bereaved family. In the message, the comrade 
prime minister recalled that Comrade Pham Hung had 
been a revolutionary who spent his life struggling for 
genuine freedom and social progress for his people. He 
added that his death was not only the loss of a great man 
by the SRV, but also by progressive forces at large. 


Prime Minister Receives DPRK Envoy, Message 
EA112302 Addis Ababa in Amharic to Neighboring 
Countries 1600 GMT 11 Mar 88 


[Text] Comrade Fikre Selassie Wogderes, member of the 
Politburo of the WPE Central Committee and prime 
minister of the PDRE, received a special message sent 
from Comrade Yi Kun-mo, member of the Politburo of 
the KWP Central Committee and prime minister of the 
DPRK. The message was delivered by Comrade Sok 
Tae-uk, DPRK ambassador to Ethiopia, during a cere- 
mony held at the comrade prime minister's office this 
afternoon. 


On this occasion, the comrade prime minister held talks 
with the ambassador on the existing friendly relations 
and cooperation between the PDRE and DPRK. Com- 
rade Fiseha Geda, member of the WPE Central Com- 
mittee and Ethiopian ambassador to the DPRK, was 
present. 


Tanz: nia 


Health Minister Savs AIDS Spreading ‘Very Rapidly’ 
EA112346 Dar es Salaam Domestic Service 
in Swahili 1900 GMT 11 Mar 88 


[Text] Dar es Salaam—Health and Social Welfare Min- 
ister Dr Aaron Chiduo has called on regional medical 
officers in the country to find ways of fighting and 
halting the spread of the dreaded disease AIDS, which, 
he sand, is spreading very rapidly in the country. He said 
that a!ihough the government is following up reports on 
a drug which was discovered in Zaire that cures AIDS, 
regional medical officers arc responsible for finding ways 
of controlling the spread of AIDS, which was first 
reported in the country in 1983. 
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Dr Chiduo made the call today when addressing regional 
medical offivers who are attending a special meeting on 
ways of fighting the disease. The minister also called on 
doctoi. to cooperate with leaders in other departments 
in their respective areas to educate citizens on ways of 
preventing and combating the spread of AIDS in accor- 
dance with the respective environments in their areas. 


Zanzibar Minister Warns ‘Would Be Betrayers’ 
FE.A112318 Dar es Salaam Domestic Service 
in Swahili 1700 GMT 11 Mar 88 


[Text] Pemba—Dr Umar “Ali Juma, chief minister of the 
Revolutionary Government of Zanzibar, today sternly 
warned would be betrayers of democracy in the islands, 
who, he said, would be dealt with by the authorities. 
Addressing party and government leaders in Mukwani 
district in Pemba south region, Dr Juma said that 
democracy existed to enable citizens to build a strong 
and firm government end that secret fabrications which 
could divide citizens would be considered betrayal. 


During the 2d day of his visit to Pemba, the chief 
minister said the important task now is that of building 
unity and for citizens to exercise democracy in building 
their country. Dr Juma also called on Zanzibar leaders to 
get into the habit of listening to suggestions, problems, 
and citizens’ complaints so that a good procedure for 
providing solutions could be established. 


Uganda 


Border Sec arity Talks With Sudan Open 12 March 
E£A121954 Kampala Domestic Service in English 
1700 GMT 12 Mar 88 


[Excerpts] Talks between Uganda and Sudan have 
opened in Kampala to review border security. They were 
opened by the deputy minister of regional cooperation, 
Mr (Katurebe), z2ad emphasized the importance of secu- 
rity with the development of any country. He urged 
members to seek solutions to strengthen the brotherly 
ties between the two countries, especially in the fields of 
trade and transport. The deputy minister also called on 
delegates to seek ways of ending the refugees problem 
and how the two countries could cooperation in the 
fields of education and liealth. 


In reply, the leader of the Sudanese delegation, the 
Sudanese ambassador to Uganda, Mr Taj al-Sirr 
Muhammad ‘Abbas, thanked the Uganda Government 
for the warm welcome accorded to them since they 
arrived in the country. He expressed optimism that the 
talks will be frank and meaningful and soluiions on 
outstanding matters will be rcaci.ed.[passage omitted] 
The deliberations will continue tomorrow. 
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Refugee Repatriation Discussed 
EA132203 Kampala Domestic Service in English 
1700 GMT 13 Mar 88 


[Excerpt] The Uganda-Sudan border security meeting 
which opened in Kampala yesterday is continuing its 
deliberations under the chairmanship of Colonel 
Kakooza, divis:unal commander, 4th Division. 


Sudan's ambassador to Uganda, Mr Taj ai-Sirr Muham- 
mad ‘Abbas, the leader of the Sudan's delegation. 
revealed that all the refugees who are now s‘aying in 
Sudan and settled there will soon be repatriated to their 
respective countries. This, he said, will ease the prevail- 
ing insecurity that prevails along the common border, 
adding that those not wishing to return to their countries 
of origin will be transferred 50 miles from the border and 
be camped at (Khiigiri), (Detini) and (Wundiriba), which 
used to be a refugee camping place. 


The ambassador said that a team of Ugandans will soon 
go to Sudan to commission and [word indistinct] for 
Ugandan refugees who will soon be repatriated, and 
assured the meeting that the Sudanese Government will 
give them al! the necessary facilities and security for 
their return. 


Among the many resolutions passed were the re-estab- 
lishment of contacts which hac broken down (?in) series 
of meetings to be held at Moyu, Kitgum, Koboko, and 
Bibia in Uganda and Kajo Kaji, Nimule, and Farhjvk in 
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Sudan 30 days from the end of this meeting. The meeting 
also proposed that a third meeting be held by 15 April 
1988 at Kubuku. The [word indistinct] also suggested 
that properties like vehicles taken wrongly by both 
governments and not yet returned to their respective 
owners be handed back and soidiers on both sides be 
informed. On the question of movemnt to both coun- 
tries, the meeting agreed that those who will be moving 
to either country should have proper visas to enable both 
governments to eliminate some wrong elements. [pas- 
sage Omitted] 


10,000 Reportedly Return 
EA121922 Kampala Domestic Service in English 
1400 GMT 12 Mar 88 


[Excerpts] Reports from Arua say more than 10,000 
Ugandans returned home last Thursday from exile in the 
Sudan. The returnees were received at (Owabu!l) Recep- 
tion Center on the Uganda-Sudan border by the minister 
of rehabilitation, Mr Chango Macho, who has been on a 
2-day fact-finding tour of reception centers and activities 
of his ministry in the districts of Arua and Moyo. 
[passage omitted] 


The minister called on those still in the Sudan, but who 
are capable of coming n their own, not to wait collec- 
tion but to just come home, saying that the government 
does not distinguish between official and spontaneous 
returnees as long as they are all Ugandans. [passage 
omitted] 
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Angola 


Luanda Ready to Negotiate Directly With RSA 
LD112008 Lisbon Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1900 GMT 11 Mar 88 


[Text] Luanda is willing to negotiate directly with South 
Africa with regard to the problem of Angola. This is what 
Angolan Minister Pedro Van-Dunem Loy said at a press 
conference in Lisbon. In the meantime Van-Dunem 
continues to reject the UNITA presence in the negotia- 
tions. 


Timetable for Cuban Withdrawal Proposed 
MB121°48 Luanda Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1900 GMT 12 Mar 88 


[Press release issued by the Ministry of External Rela- 
tions in Luanda on 12 March] 


[Text] Delegations of experts from Angola, Cuba, and 
the United States met in Luanda 9-11 March 1988. The 
delegations were headed by Angolan Justice Minister Dr 
Franca Van Dunem; Dr Rodolfo Puentes Ferro, member 
of the Communist Party of Cuba [PCC] Central Com- 
mittee; and [name indistinct], representative of the U.S. 
Department of State. 


These talks were a continuation of the tripartite talks in 
Luanda on 28 and 29 January, which centered on the 
search for a political resolution to the serious situation in 
southwestern Africa. As is known, that meeting was 
chaired by Angolan External Relations Minister Afonso 
Van Dunem for the Angolan side; Jorge Risquet, mem- 
ber of the PCC Political Bureau, for the Cuban side; and 
Chester Crocker, U.S. assistant secretary of state for 
African affairs, for the U.S. side. 


The joint Angolan-Cuban delegation of experts pre- 
sented a proposal for a quadripartite accord among 
Angola, Cuba, South Africa, and SWAPO for a negoti- 
ated resolution of the serious conflict in southwestern 
Africa, which may lead to Angola’s security, Namibia’s 
independence, and peace for the two countries on Afri- 
ca’s southern Atlantic Coast. The proposal includes a 
timetable for the movement of Cuban internationalist 
troops from the south to the north of the 13th parallel, 
and the gradual departure of the internationalist troops 
to Cuba until their withdrawal is completed. 


This gesture of flexibility and goodwill by the Angolan 
and Cuban Governments, for the negotiated resolution 
of the southern African conflict, will remain contingent 
on the observance of the four points listed in the talks of 
January 1988, among which the cessation of U.S. and 
South African support for UNITA is a compulsory 
condition. The work of the experts is being held in a 
climate of mutuai respect and in a constructive spirit. 
These talks will lead to another, higher-level round of 
talks among the three countries. 
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Savimbi Hints at Possible Talks With MPLA 
MB131840 Johannesburg Television Service 
in English 1800 GMT 13 Mar 88 


[Text] The continued successes of UNITA in the Ango- 
lan conflict are putting increasing pressure on Luanda to 
come to terms with Dr Jonas Savimbi. The UNITA 
leader, who paid a surprise visit to Cape Town this 
weekend, said he had wide support for this view from 
African countries in particular. 


Dr Savimbi told newsmen last night that African coun- 
iries are putting increasing pressure on the MPLA gov- 
ernment to talk. Pressure from African governments 1s 
seemingly having a greater influence on Luanda to enter 
into negotiation for a settlement with UNITA than has 
been the case up until now. Dr Savimbi said more and 
more African governmenis are openly stating support for 
a negotiated settlement. In this regard he cited pressure 
brought to bear on Angola by the Ivory Coast, Gabon, 
and Kenya in particular. Something is in the air, said the 
UNITA leader, when asked about possible talks in the 
near future. He did not want to expand, but indicated he 
was getting himself in the position by meeting with his 
allies, including South Africa, which explained his week- 
end visit to Cape Town. Dr Savimbi again expressed his 
appreciation for South Africa’s limited support for his 
cause. He said UNITA was fighting to rid Angola of 
Russian and Cuban forces, and that South Africa had a 
duty :o the subcontinent to be involved in the struggle. 
He said UNITA could noi be left out in the cold. 


Dr Savimbi strongly criticized what he termed to be 
malicious efforts to create problems within UNITA and 
South Africa. He denied as deliberately false, reports to 
the effect that there is a price tag attached to South 
Africa’s aid to UNITA. He said South Africa was acting 
in its Own interests and in those of the subcontinent. He 
rejected any claim that South Africa was misusing 
UNITA for its own end. It was clear from last night's 
impromptu news conference, Dr Savimbi has reached a 
stage where he can negotiate with Luanda from a posi- 
tion of strength. He said he did not want to overrun the 
Angolan capital. What he wanted was a pro-Africa 
government in place, and for that he was prepared to 
negotiate. 


Savimbi Says RSA To Begin Talks With MPLA 
MB140439 Johannesburg SAPA in English 2141 GMT 
13 Mar 88 


[Text] Jamba, Angola March 13 SAPA—South Africa 
has officially informed UNITA that it is to start negoti- 
ating with Angola’s MPLA government, UNITA leader 
Dr Jonas Savimbi said today. 


He told an international news conference at his head- 
quarters at Jamba that UNITA would intensify its mili- 
tary campaign to bolster its negotiating position during 
the prevailing atmosphere of talks. 


FBIS-AFR-88-049 
14 March 1988 


He stressed however that UNITA was in a strong nego- 
tiating position, thanks to the “crippling” defeats it had 
dealt the MPLA, Russian and Cuban troops in recent 
months. FAPLA had been reduced to 30 per cent of its 
fighting capacity, Dr Savimbi said. 


He addressed the conference after a colourful military 
parade to celebrate UNITA’s 22nd anniversary. 


Dr Savimbi said the following developments had 
occurred which may lead to a negotiated settlement of 
Angola’s | 3-year-old civil war. 


—He had recently met South African state president, Mr 
P.W. Botha; 


—Dr Savimbi recently met U.S. assistant-secretary of 
state for African affairs, Dr Chester Crocker; 


—Dr Crocker currently has a team in Luanda to negoti- 
ate a time-table for the withdrawal of Cuban troops; 


—Dr Crocker and South Africa’s minister of foreign 
affairs, Mr Pik Botha “are talking”: 


—He said there were “frequent contacts” between the 
U.S. and the Russians, and it seemed that Russia wanted 
a negotiated settlement in Angola; 


—The Americans were due to meet Mr Pik Botha on 
Tuesday; and 


—The MPLA had expressed a willingness to negotiate 
with South Africa. 


UNITA—*key player” in the conflict, had extended 
“feelers to the Russians and Cubans to know what their 
intentions are,” he said. 


UNITA also wanted to negotiate directly with the 
MPLA, Dr Savimbi said. ““The MPLA does not represent 
the majority of people and cannot bring peace to the 
country.” 


He said UNITA’s intensified military campaign would 
mainly entail guerrilla warfare. UNITA’s forces would 
be split into smaller guerrilla groups to attack economic 
targets, but would not harm civilians. 


UNITA’S chief of military intelligence, Brig-Gen 
Wambu Kasitu, said UNITA’s “clandestine network” 
last month launched a bomb attack on a military target 
in the MPLA capital, Luanda. 


A number of MPLA brigades at Cuito Cuanavale had 
been destroyed and driven west of the Cuito River. Two 
Cuban battalions were intervening and were engaged in 
conventional warfare against UNITA from the Cuito 
River’s west bank. 
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Dr Savimbi said Western journalists who recently 
reported that the MPLA had taken them to Cuito Cua- 
navale had been duped, and that they had possibly been 
taken to Lomba instead. 


Brig-Gen Kasitu said UNITA also stopped a motorised 
SWAPO brigade which had launched an offensive 
towards Menongue. 


Dr Savimbi said UNITA entertained no animosity 
against SWAPO, but a SWAPO brigade was “slaughter- 
ing Our people in Cuemba.” 


Brig-Gen Kasitu added that UNITA now controlled the 
border with Zambia, that it was intensifying its attacks 
on the Benguela railway line and that it had captured a 
diamond mining area in northern Angola. 


Dr Savimbi said he had been wrongly quoted last week 
when certain statements, including that South Africa was 
charging UNITA to shell MPLA troops, and that the 
interim government in SWA/Namibia consisted of pup- 
pets, were ascribed to him. 


He confirmed UNITA received “whatever military aid 
South Africa” could spare. “Our artillery is superior to 
anything in Angola. Our missiles are the most modern in 
southern Africa,” Dr Savimbi said. 


UNITA marketed diamonds and timber in South Africa 
when it needed to pay for materials. 


UNITA would consider the necessity of an African 
peace-keeping force in Angola “on merit.” He pointed 
out that the Angolan people were weary of war. 


Dr Savimbi said the Red Cross had beer in contact with 
UNITA about two ANC members it held as prisoners of 
war. South Africa said it “don't need” the two. [as 
received] 


According to an UNITA bulletin released today, 6139 
FAPLA troops were killed between July 10 last year and 
March 10 this year, compared to 215 UNITA casualties. 
A total of 219 Cuban and 33 Russian personnel died. 
UNITA destroyed 154 tanks and 66 aircraft, said the 
bulletin. 


UNITA Communique Claims 82 Soldiers Killed 
LD140125 Lisbon Domestic Service in Portuguese 
0100 GMT 14 Mar 88 


[Text] UNITA has issued a communique claiming that 
its forces killed 82 Angolan soldiers in attacks carried out 
last Tuesday against two military garrisons in Huila and 
Bie Provinces. 
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The movement led by Jonas Savimbi claims to have 
captured the garrison of Mondumbo, near Matala in 
Huila Province, killing 39 defenders and capturing 41 
AK-47 Soviet-made automatic rifles and 21,700 rounds 
of ammuaition. 


The other 43 soldiers were killed by UNITA in an attack 
on the post of N*harea, 30 kilometers east of Andulo in 
Bie Province. UNITA says that the post was abandoned 
by the Angolan garrison with the loss of 78 automatic 
rifles and sundry equipment. 


In Cabinda Province, the communique adds, a UNITA 
demolition team blew up the bridge on the Lubinda 
River on the road linking Landana with Ponta Negra 
near (Cassiri). 


Repubic of South Africa 


Law and Order Minister Vlok Restricts CDD 
MB120921 Johannesburg SAPA in English 0917 GMT 
12 Mar 88 


[Text] Pretoria March 12 SAPA—The minister of law 
and order, Mr Adriaan Vlok, today prohibited a com- 
mittee which had been set up to take care of the interests 
of the UDF and 17 other organisations which were 
restricted in terms of Public Safety Act regulations on 
February 24. And police have banned a meeting which 
the group—the Committee for the Defence of Democ- 
racy (CDD)—has arranged for this weekend in the 
western Cape. 


The orders, in terms of the Public Safety Act, were 
published in two extraordinary editions of ‘he GOV- 
ERNMENT GAZETTE in Pretoria today. 


Mr Viok prohibited the CDD from “carrying on or 
performing any activities or acts whatsoever,” in terms 
of Public Safety Act Regulation 6A. This puts the CDD 
in the same “cold storage” as the organisations whose 
interests it was to represent. 


Clergymen Desmond Tutu and Dr Allan Boesak, aca- 
demic James Gerwell, and sports administrator Frank 
van der Horst were among those who founded the CDD. 


Police simultaneously prohibited a meeting the CDD 
organised for this weekend. 


Western Province Divisional Police Commissioner R.P. 
During prohibited “any public gathering” today or 
tomorrow “organised, advertised or otherwise brought 
about” by the CDD, or any meeting organised as the 
“national detainees day mass rally.” 


The order was made applicable in the magisterial dis- 
tricts of Simonstown, Wynberg, the Cape, Goodwood, 
Bellville and Kuils River. 
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The two GOVERNMENT GAZETTES are numbers 
11194 and 11195. 


Viok Warns Churches About Promotion of ANC Aims 
MB121131 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1123 GMT 
12 Mar 88 


[Text] Cape Town March 12 SAPA—The banning of the 
activities of the Committee for the Defence of Democ- 
racy (CDD) was necessary because of the threat to the 
safety of the public, the maintenance of public order and 
the termination of the state of emergency, the minister of 
law and order, Mr Adriaan Viok, said today. 


“The ANC is currently waging a desperate attempt to 
extend the revolutionary onslaught and is aiming this 
attack more and more at the churches and the whites,” 
Mr Vlok said. 


The minister said, that, in a message broadcast on March 
| on Radio Freedom, the ANC made an urgent appeal to 
the churches in South Africa to become a “battle front” 
against the authorities. 


The broadcast was as follows: “The church must now be 
developed into a field battleground against the regime. 
We must as believers, act in the name of justice, take up 
the fight. We must participate in such means of struggle 
that the regime cannot ban. The democratic movement 
must be given a voice in all churches—the directives 
must be relayed from inside the church. From today all 
the church services must be services that further the 
democratic call. The church must be for liberation.” 


Rather than becoming involved in the true Christian 
message, certain clergy were becoming more and more 
involved in preaching revolution, Mr Viok said. He 
emphasised that the government did not want to take 
action against churches but warned it would do so if it 
was necessary in the interests of the public, the mainte- 
nance of public order and the termination of the state of 


emergency. 


The clergy should not promoic «he ANC’s aims, Mr Vlok 
said, and called on those clergy involved to turn away 
from the road of confrontation they had taken. 


The government needed the whole-hearted cooperation 
of the church and the community to make peace and 
prosperity work ’n this country. It was, therefore, neces- 
sary that the church focus on the spiritual side and the 
government could rely on its prayers to solve the difficult 
political problems in the country, Mr Vlok said. 
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Tutu Criticizes CDD Ban as ‘Repugnance’ 
MB121352 London BBC World Service in English 
1309 GMT 12 Mar 88 


[From the “24 Hours” program; presented by Nick 
Worrall] 


[Text] The South African Government has banned the 
Committee for the Defense of Democracy, an antiapar- 
theid group which was formed only this week by a group 
of prominent churchmen. 


This is what the archbishop of Cape Town, Desmond 
Tutu, had to say when he heard about this latest ban. 


{Begin Tutu recording] (?It’s sheer) repugnance at the 
activities of a government you think couldn't think 
lower, but what is quite clear is that they are determined 
not to tolerate any opposition, democratic opposition, 
nonviolent opposition to their viciousness. [end record- 


ing] 


Meanwhile, the Catholic Church in South Africa has 
vowed to step in for the restricted groups and continue 
the fight against the policies of the Pretoria government. 


Catholic [word indistinct] yesterday protested publicly 
against the new restrictions and against the anticipated 
banning of the newspaper, NEW NATION, whose edi- 
tor, Zwelakhe Sisulu, was detained a year ago. | tele- 
phoned Dennis Hurley, the Roman Catholic archbishop 
of Durban and asked him what the church would be able 
to do. 


[Begin recording] [Hurley] Nothing very specific at the 
present time. We can only raise the banner of freedom, 
the banner of human rights in the context of the Chris- 
tian Gospel, and give witness at the present time. To go 
beyond that is extremely difficult, but we will certainly 
be discussing what other practical measures can be 
taken, in the circumstances, in collaboration with the 
other churches and particularly with the South African 
Council of Churches, which (?was) an observer member. 


[Worrall] | understand that no formal position has been 
adopted on the question of the use of vioience, but you 
are quoted as saying that that is a point you would have 
to take up and study. What about the ethics of violence 
here? Do you think that this would be a right position to 
take if you decided to support violence? 


{Hurley} I don’t think we would support violence. I think 
our tendency would be to go in the other direction, that 
of nonviclence. We have been very impressed by what 
has been achieved in certain parts of Latin America and 
by the promotion of a nonviolent pattern in the Philip- 
pines, which contributed very considerably to the oust- 
ing of President Marcos. We are very impressed by that 
and we feel we can learn from it. 
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[Worrall] The South African Council of Churches, 
though, has adopted the Lusaka Declaration, as it is 
known, which recognizes the use of force by liberation 
movemenis as a means to end oppression. If you prefer 
a more peaceful route, are you not really out of step with 
the general thinking by the resistance in South Africa? 


{Hurley} You know, when these resolutions get passed at 
that level of church councils, multiple church councils, 
it’s very hard to know what individual denominations 
will do about them, even though nonviolence is rather 
out of step with the wide ranging Lusaka Declaration. | 
don’t think people allow themselves to be handicapped 
by that in pursuing the nonviolent option. 


[Worrall] Let me ask you, Archbishop, a more general 
question about the churches. Is it the case now, do you 
think, that it is only the churches in South Africa that are 
still in a position to oppose Pretoria? Do they have some 
special resilience to the government which they can 
employ, or do you think that problems also lie ahead 
now for the churches themselves? 


[Hurley] Oh, there are problems for the churches, too. 
The churches aren't the only bodies left. There are 
academic bodies; there are concerned socially minded 
bodies that go on. It’s going to be very, very difficult to 
suppress the liberation instincts in the black people and 
the pattern of liberation that has begun to flow so 
strongly throughout South Africa. | think the churches 
have a certain absoluteness about their faith which 
makes them say: Well, as long as we can speak, as long as 
we can talk, as long as we give witness, we must carry on. 
[end recording} 


Tutu Seeks Support of International C 
MB121556 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1552 GMT 
12 Mar 88 


{Text] Cape Town March 12 SAPA—It had to be asked 
what was still necessary to make the international com- 
munity realise that the South African Government 
would not tolerate any opposition to its evil and immoral 
policies, the archbishop of Cape Town, the Most Rever- 
end Desmond Tutu said today. 


Addressing a press conference called in the wake of 
today’s banning of the Committee for the Defence of 
Democracy [CDD], he said it was clear to him, as it 
should be to all people of goodwill anywhere in the 
world, that “we are dealing with a government that is 
virtually totalitarian and determined to bludgeon God’s 
people into submission.” 


“We refuse to be treated as a doormat for people to wipe 
their jackboots on. We say again to the international 
community: What must still happen to make Mrs 
Thatcher, Mr Kohli, President Reagan and those that 
think like them realise that we are dealing with a vicious 
government that will not tolerate any opposition to its 
evil and immoral policies. 
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“What must still happen for Mrs Thatcher to realise that 
she has to make a moral decision—either to support 
those struggling for justice and peace or to continue to 
buttress what I have for many years called a system as 
evil as Nazism.” 


Earlier he announced that an interfaith service would be 
held in St George’s Cathedral in Cape Town tomorrow 
afternoon at 2.30—at the same time as a now banned 
CDD meeting had been scheduled. 


He said this was not a replacement for the rally and there 
would be no attempt to form a new committee. It would 
be a religious service led by himself, the Roman Catholic 
archbishop of Cape Town, Stephen Naidoo, and UDF 
patron Dr Allan Boesak. Representatives of other faiths, 
including Islam, would take part “and we will get some- 
one representing the commuaity to speak”. 


Archbishop Naidoo told the press conference there was a 
need for people to sustain one another in recognizing the 
dignity God had given them “particularly if this has been 
taken away by laws”. 


One of the few places people could meet as a community 
was in church. Almost any other gathering was illegal. 


2,000 Attend Tutu, Boesak, Naidoo Church Service 
MB131602 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1559 GMT 
13 Mar 88 


[SAPA prefaces this item with the following: “Subs: 
Editors warning—police action described.”’] 


[Text] Cape Town March 13 SAPA—The South African 
Government could not challenge the “living God” and 
survive, Dr Allan Boesak told about 2,000 people at a 
service called in St George’s Cathedral here today. 


The service came in the wake of yesterday's banning of 
the Committee for the Defence of Democracy [(CDD]. 


A strong contingent of plain-clothes police was present 
near the cathedral during the service. A police video unit 
filmed arrivals and uniformed police paivolled the area 
in vehicles. 


Police manned blocks on roads leading into the city 
centre and were reported to have ringed the University 
of the Western Cape, venue of this afternoon's banned 
CDD meeting, since early this morning. 


Among those who also spoke at the service—which was 
punctuated by shouts of “Amandla” [power] and the 
singing of “Forward We Shall March” (a song based on 
the Freedom Charter)—were the archbishop of Cape 
Town, the Most Reverend Desmond Tutu, his Roman 
Catholic counterpart, Stephen Naidoo, and United 
Democratic Front western Cape chairman, Mr Dullah 
Omar. 
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Dr Boesak, who is a patron of the UDF and moderator of 
the NG Sendingkerk [Dutch Reformed Mission Church], 
said South Africa was entering a new phase of persecu- 
tion of the church. 


The minister of law and order, Mr Adriaan Vlok, had 
warned churches to “toe the line or else.” 


“I don’t want to defy him, or even argue with him. I just 
want to say to Adriaan Vilok: Who do you think you are? 


“Where do you get the arrogance to tell the church of 
God that we must toe the line? Whose line must we toe 
in South Africa? There is only one line.” 


Mr Vlok and his colleagues made the mistake of thinking 
they were talking to the churchmen when they made 
these threats, but they would like to regret that mistake, 
for they were actually taiking to God himself. The 
minister had also said the church should “stick to the 
Christian message”, but if he read his gospel Mr Viok 
would not have spoken such “nonsense.” 


“To fight for justice...is the Christian message,” Dr 
Boesak said. The government had signed its own death 
warrant, he said. 


Referring to a text from the first chapter of Kings, he said 
he and Archbishop Tutu had the same mission God had 
given Elijah. 


“We will have to go to P.W. Ahab...and tell him your 
days are over. God has decided you will no longer sit on 
the throne of Israel.” 


Archbishop Naidoo said human rights were a condition 
God had planted inside people, and apartheid was a 
contradiction of that condition. “We reject a system that 
denies us these rights,” he said. “Today it must be said 
very very clearly that if we as God's children, are going to 
grow up in the way God wants us to, these rights must be 
given back to us. They are not privileges, they are due to 
us as God's children and as citizens of this country.” 


Mr Omar said he thanked church leaders “on behalf of 
the oppressed community, for bringing humility to our 
struggle.” and for the courage they displayed in “facing 
the threat of Mr Viok’s orders.” 


He said Mr Vlok had issued a statement claiming that 
the African National Congress dictated to the church on 
how it should behave. 


“The church spoke long before the ANC (in condemning 
apartheid). Mr Vlok insults our minds and our church 
leaders with his statement.” 


“If the ANC said in order to survive we must drink 
water, would Mr Vlok then say to drink water would be 
to further the aims of the ANC?” 
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The government had banned the ANC, but people did 
not have to accept the ruling. 


“The time has long passed in which the government can 
tell us which organisations we can have and which we 
can not.” 


The government's actions, in slapping restrictions on 17 
anti-apartheid organisations recently, displayed fear. 


“When the regime acts, it displays awesome might. It is, 
however, an isolated regime. If it believed in its own 
power it would not be necessary to ban organisations or 
imprison those opposed to it. 


“It is because the regime does not believe in its power 
that it uses military strength to dictate.” 


The government belonged in the dustbin of history, 
where it should have gone long ago, he said. 


Government Said Greatest Threat to Public Safety 
MB131630 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1625 GMT 
13 Mar 88 


[Text] Cape Town March |3 SAPA—The greatest threat 
to public safety in South Africa was the government, the 
Anglican archbishop of Cape Town, the Most Reverend 
Desmond Tutu, said at today’s interdenominational 
service in St George’s Cathedral here. 


Referring to the government's reasons for yesterday's 
banning of the Committee for the Defence of Democracy 
{CDD], he said the CDD had not done anything to 
undermine public safety. 


The recent inquest into the “Trojan horse” shootings 
had shown, on the other hand, that police behaved 
irresponsibly when they killed “our children”. 


He supported the ANC and any other organisation in a 
call for a new South Africa. He was asked to repudiate 
the ANC, but under to existing law, the government itself 
was guilty of terrorism because it had fought for its 
freedom. [sentence as received] 


The state president, Mr P.W. Botha, had been a member 
of the Ossewa Brandwag [Ox-wagon Guards, World War 
II political group promoting Afrikaner nationalism], an 
Organisation with a declared policy of sabotage. 


If it was revolutionary to work for a non-racial, demo- 
cratic South Africa in which all people of whatever 
colour could work together, “then it is so.” 


“I am not going to be told how the Gospel of our Lord 
Jesus Christ must be preached.” 


If the Gospel led him into trouble with the government 
he would accept the consequences. It was immoral to 
obey immoral laws. 


15 
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CDD Plans Court Challenge of Restrictions 
MB131949 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1944 GMT 
13 Mar 88 


[Text] Cape Town March 13 SAPA—The | Ith-hour 
restrictions imposed on the Committee for the Defence 
of Democracy [CDD] shortly before a Supreme Court 
action to ask that today’s planned meeting at the Uni- 
versity of the Western Cape [UWC] be declared legal— 
will be challenged in court. 


The application by the committee was to be heard by a 
full bench of the Supreme Court on Saturday, but was 
postponed in chambers when the minister of law and 
order gazetted the restrictions—identical to those 
imposed on 17 anti-apartheid organisations—on Satur- 
day morning. 


Police simultaneously prohibited a meeting the CDD 
organised at the University of the Western Cape for this 
afternoon. Church leaders responded to the ban by 
organising an inter-faith prayer service at St George's 
Cathedral. 


In an extraordinary edition of th GOVERNMENT 
GAZETTE, the divisional commissioner of police, Brig- 
adier Roy During, prohibited any public gathering on 
Saturday and today organised, advertised or otherwise 
brought about by the CDD, or any meeting organised as 
the national detainees day mass rally. 


The order applied in the magisterial districts of Simon- 
stown, Wynberg, the Cape, Goodwood, Bellville and 
Kuils River. 


In his application, which was brought in his personal 
capacity as convenor of the rally and as convenor for the 
Committee for the Defence of Democracy, Professor 
Jakes Gerwel, rector and vice-chancellor of UWC, said 
today’s meeting at the university had been organised by 
a committee of concerned citizens following the restric- 
tions on February 24 of a group of lawful organisations. 


Malan Assures Continuing Relations With UNITA 
MB140550 Johannesburg Domestic Service in English 
0500 GMT 14 Mar 88 


[Text] The minister of defense, General Magnus Malan, 
says relations between South Africa and UNITA will 
continue as usual. Gen Malan gave this assurance after a 
visit to Cape Town over the weekend by the UNITA 
leader, Dr Jonas Savimbi. 


On inquiry, Gen Malan expressed his appreciation of the 
fact that Dr Savimbi had responded so rapidly to reveal 
as a pack of lies a matter that could have led to a possible 
misunderstanding. In this respect, Gen Malan referred to 
reports in newspapers of the Argus group last week 
stating that Dr Savimbi had alleged, among other things, 
that South Africa was being compensated for its limited 
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support of UNITA. He said that his suspicion that the 
reports in the Argus  ewspapers contradicted the style 
and philosophy of Dr Savimbi had been confirmed. 


‘Sharpeville Six’ Execution Set for 18 Mar 
MB141521 Umtata Capital Radio in English 
1500 GMT 14 Mar 88 


[Text] The Sharpeville Six received their execution 
orders about an hour ago. They will be hanged on Friday 
according to their lawyer. He says normally a 7-day 
notice period is given before an execution takes place. 
The lawyers for the condemned six are attempting to 
find new evidence that will allow for an application 
asking for an extension. 


AWB’s Terre’Blanche Discusses Philosophy, Goals 
MB121019 Johannesburg THE STAR in English 
12 Mar 88 p 11 


{Report on interview with Eugene Terre’Blanche, leader 
of the AWB, by Patrick Lawrence; date not given] 


[Text] Mr Eugene Terre’Blanche, leader of the extra- 
parliamentary Afrikaner Weerstandsbeweging (AWB) 
was emphatic. “I am an Afrikaner nationalist. | am not a 
fascist or a national socialist.” 


Next to him, in his office in Pretoria, were the flags of the 
19th century Boer republics which challenged the might 
of the British Empire. Between them was the flag of the 
AWB. The flag and the eagle, which the AWB has 
adopted as another symbol, has led to the AWB being 
described as neo-fascist 0- neo-Nazi. 


Speaking beautiful Afrikaans, Mr Terre’Blanche a 
former policemen, rejected the label as an attempt to 
discredit the AWB: “There is only one reason. The AWB 
is the greatest political factor in South Africa. Its growth 
potential is phenomenal. Its political opponents give it 
names to try to make it suspect among the volk.” 


After defining himself as an Afrikaner nationalist, Mr 
Terre’Blanche said: “*I want to tell you further that I will 
borrow from any system in the world if it is to the 
advantage of my volk.” 


He briefly parried an invitation to give his assessment of 
Adolf Hitler by commenting: “What fascinates me, is 
why you ask the question.” Then he replied: “If there is 
anything which Hitler had, if he worked out a pro- 
gramme that could give my hungry children food, that 
could give the blanketless blankets, that could give my 
unemployed Afrikaners work, then I would use it.” 
Pausing momentarily for emphasis, he added: “That is 
my answer. But I think much more of Paul Kruger.” 
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A spellbinding orator, Mr Terre’Blanche has built the 
AWB into a force which cannot be ignored, earning for 
himself a reputation as a demagogue and a man to be 
feared. 


On a one-to-one level in his office Mr Terre’Blanche 
remained a compelling person, commanding attention, if 
not agreement. He spoke with great conviction, his 
resonant voice investing South Africa’s struggles with a 
metaphysical quality and casting them in a Manichean 
mold of good versus evil, right versus wrong. The central 
objective of the AWB, the establishment of an Afrikaner 
volkstaat to replace the two Boer republics which were 
destroyed by the Anglo-Boer War of 1899-1902, inspired 
a passionate outburst. “That land cannot belong to 
anyone else. It cannot belong to the English. They came 
and took from us. They killed our people, 27,000 women 
and children and between 3,000 and 4.000 burghers. The 
British made war not against the blacks, but against the 
Boers.” 


Denying that the Boers usurped the land from the blacks, 
Mr Terre’Blanche said: ““We boughi some of it. The rest 
we conquered from the Matabeles. The Matabeles are in 
Rhodesia. They never claimed it. Do you know who 
claims it? Those who never had it—the ANC.” 


He dismissed the claims of the outlawed African 
National Congress in a few sentences. “The ANC is not 
a volk. So (its members) cannot be freedom fighters. 
They are communist-inspired, identitiless murderers. 
They want the land. They can’t have it.” 


Asked about the position of blacks in the Afrikaner 
volkstaat, Mr Terre’Blanche replied uncompromisingly: 
‘““Gastarbeiders (guest labourers)—it is as simple as that. 
If they do not like it, they can leave.” 


Non-Afrikaner whites would, however, qualify for the 
vote, provided they became nationalised citizens, of the 
volkstaat, Mr Terre’Blanche said. He then added a 
second proviso: They would have to be Christians— 
which excludes Jews. “I am a Christian,” Mr Terre’Blan- 
che said, citing the Christian convictions of the Afri- 
kaner volk as a reason for its existence, and rejecting the 
Westminster, parliamentary system as a British-Jewish 
concept foisted on the Afrikaners after the Anglo-Boer 
War. 


“The National Party,” said Mr Terre’Blanche, “thinks 
that power-sharing is the solution. But when you are a 
minority, power-sharing means surrenGer, capitulation. 
Nobody can share power, it is impossible. The plants 
outside do not share power—the strongest take nourish- 
ment from the weakest. The thorn tree survives while the 
weaker tree dies.” 


In 1980 Mr Terre’Blanche registered the AWB as a 
political party under the name Blanke Volkstaat Party 
[White National State Party]. He did not activate it, 
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however, preferring to deploy it as the cutting edge of Dr 
Andries Treurnicht’s Conservative Party and, according 
to foes, building up an AWB caucus within the CP. 


Of the CP, Mr Terre’Blanche said: “The differences 
between its programme of principles and the AWB’s is 
very small. It is the opposite side of the coin.” 


He ended on an apocalyptic note, saying that the fate of 
South Africa would be decided in the next four years. 
These years would witness either the defeat of the NP at 
the polls and the coming to power of the CP-AWB axis, 
or the collapse of the NP government and a war to the 
death between the ANC and the AWB, he said. 


Commentary Examines Scope, Progress of Reform 
MB140537 Johannesburg Domestic Service in English 


0500 GMT 14 Mar 88 


[Station commentary] 


[Text] In the wake of the vetoes cast in the United 
Nations Security Council last week, it has been suggested 
in some circles that substantial reform measures should 
now be taken in South Africa in response to the warding 
off by Britain and the United States of mandatory 
economic sanctions. Quite apart from the fact that, as 
welcome as the vetoes were, South Africa cannot allow 
her policies to be dictated by the actions of foreign 
governments, the implication that there has been no 
meaningful reform or that reform is at a standstill simply 
does not hold water. 


The reform record speaks for itself. The opening of 
recreational, commercial, and other facilities has been 
widespread in recent years and is an ongoing process. 


The list of discriminatory legislation that has been 
removed from the statute book is a long one. It includes 
the abolition of the Prohibition of Political Interference 
Act, the Mixed Marriages Act, Section 16 of the Immo- 
rality Act, and the abolition or amendment of influx 
control, the pass law system, and 34 related measures. 
iiere too, the process is an ongoing one, with amend- 
ments to the Group Areas Act envisaged during the 
course of the year. 


Political or constitutional reform has seen the establish- 
ment, among other institutions, of the tricameral Parlia- 
ment, the regional services councils, multiracial provin- 
cial executives, and, in the case of Natal, a joint 
executive authority. Implementation of a further reform 
measure of great importance, that concerning the 
National Council, awaits acceptance by the leadership of 
black South Africa. 


Reform implies not only political and constitutional 
change but also economic and social reform, and there is 
at present much emphasis on this vital aspect. The public 
and private sectors have united in a determined 
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onslaught on the monster of inflation and other eco- 
nomic ills. Wide ranging reforms in the tax system have 
been initiated, and last week a new chapter in the reform 
era was ushered in when it was announced that South 
Africa would for the first time have a minister whose title 
would include the word privatization Also last week, 
far-reaching recommendations were made by the Presi- 
dent’s Council for improvements in the care of members 
of that most important of communities—our senior 
citizens. 


Social and economic reform measures such as these are 
of the utmost importance. Indeed, they must provide the 
sure foundation on which the impressive political and 
constitutional reform already achieved can be further 
built. 


Police Issue Unrest Report Covering 11 Mar 
MB120645 Johannesburg SAPA in English 0641 GMT 
12 Mar 88 


[Text] Johannesburg March 12 SAPA—.he following 
unrest-related incidents occurred overnight, the public 
relations division of the SA Police in Pretoria said today: 


“At KwaDengezi (Durban) a group of blacks fired a 
number of shots, hurled a petrol bomb and stoned two 
private houses. The houses were damaged. No report of 
injuries were received. 


“At Zwide (Port Elizabeth) unknown persons set a 
classroom alight. The classroom was extensively dam- 
aged. No injuries were reported.” 


Unrest Report for 12 Mar 
MB130635 Johannesburg SAPA in English 0625 GMT 
13 Mar 88 


[Text] Pretoria March 13 SAPA—The following unrest- 
related incidents occurred overnight, the public relations 
division of the SA Police in Pretoria said today: 


At Elsies River in the western Cape a group of coloureds 
stoned a police vehicle. The group was dispersed with 
tear smoke and two men were arrested. 


At Emazwazini in Natal the body of a black man was 
found. He appeared to have been stabbed to death. 


Unrest Report for 13 Mar 
MB140718 Johannesburg SAPA in English 0658 GMT 
14 Mar 88 


[Text] Pretoria March 14 SAPA—The SAP public rela- 
tions division in Pretoria reports that no unrest-related 
incidents were reported during the past 24 hours. 
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Press Comments on Current Issues, Problems 


MB141032 [Editorial Report] 


SUNDAY STAR: AWB Law — On page 10 of 
Johannesburg THE SUNDAY STAR in English for 13 
March Jon Qwelane, in his “Just Jon” column, addresses 
an open letter to Adriaan Viok, minister of law and 
order, saying “you said in Parliament that no action was 
taken against the AWB because it was careful not to 
break any laws. Careful, you say—like shouting 
extremely insulting anti-black sentiments. Isn‘t incite- 
ment to race hatred against the law?” “You say you will 
act against the AWB only if i breaks the law. Take it 
from me, Mr Vlok, the AWB has broken laws—and you 
should know it. Do you still wonder why some of us have 
lost faith in the application of justice in this country?” 


Editorial Urges Return to Law, Order — “Recent events 
have raised disturbing questions about the South African 
security forces whose job it is to enforce the law, not 
break it,” says the page 12 editorial. The editorial refers 
to information which surfaced during the review of 
court-martial proceedings against three national service- 
men “convicted of passing information to the End 
Conscription Campaign [ECC]. Affidavits revealed a 
secret SADF campaign to discredit the ECC.” “While 
this newspaper holds no brief for the ECC or any other 
Organisation, these events highlight the potential for 
erosion of the rule of law which occurs when individuals 
are officially sanctioned to run what amounts to vendet- 
tas.” “There comes a time when the cure for what 
officialdom calls terrorism and subversion is worse than 
the disease. South Africa is rapidly reaching that point 
and everything should be done to restore real law and 
order in all sectors.” 


Breier on Motives for U.S. Hostility — Political corre- 
spondent David Breier writes on the same page that “to 
the casual observer, the South African Government has 
flipped its iid. But the experts believe there is method in 
their madness despite the apparent macness in their 
method.” “Diplomatic sources say that stripped of all 
the rhetoric about apartheid, what the U.S. is saying is 
that as long as there is a white minority government in 
South Africa and not a black majority one, the U.S. will 
undermine the SA economy. The motive for this pro- 
found hostility is deeply rooted in America’s own racial 
situation and its history, and it will not easily change. It 
runs far deeper than the sanctions motive in Europe and 
the Far East. The SA Government knows this and that is 
why it is preparing the country for ‘destructive disen- 
gagement’ by the U.S. And that is why analysts believe it 
is simplistic and glib to suggest that South Africa is 
merely playing the ‘Soviet card’ and being defiant on 
sanctions to scare America into ‘seeing the light’ and 
being nicer to South Africa.” 


Criticism of ‘Bellicose’ Foreign Policy — PFP foreign 
affairs spokesman Ray Swart writes on the same page 
that South Africa has begun to “move firmly and wit- 
tingly into the cold world of isolation from the interna- 
tional community and prepare for the siege which is now 
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a reality.” However, Swart points out that even though 
sanctions “may not bring us to our knees” they can 
“prove very costly.” That is why “I cross swords with Mr 
Pik Botha in his increasingly belligerent and bellicose 
approach to the conduct of our foreign policy. I believe 
that like myself, the vast majority of South Africans of all 
races long for our recognition and acceptability in the 
international community.” Swart believes Pik Botha 
“would be doing a far more useful service to South 
Africa if he used his talents to persuade his government 
to get on with the task of reform instead of dreaming up 
terms of abuse for our representation abroad to hurl at 
our detractors.” 


SUNDAY TIMES Critical of RSA Foreign Policy — 
“Despite the bombast and fist-shaking by our political 
leaders, the hard fact remains tha? this country needs 
friends and allies abroad to protect our flanks and to 
shield our economy from further sanctions excesses,” 
observes Johannesburg SUNDAY TIMES in English on 
13 March in a page 22 editorial. It may weil be that 
Ambassador Manley’s stand at the UN “may have had 
less to do with the war in Angola than forthcoming 
municipal by-elections in South Africa.” If President 
Botha “‘is indeed to be the National Party's warhorse in 
the October elections, one can only hope he will not 
allow our foreign relations to become hostage to the 
government's domestic political agenda.” 


Republican Victory in U.S. Preferred — Referring to the 
presidential election in the United States a page 22 
editorial says “South Africa’s interests will be better 
served by a continuation of strong Republican rule. 
Although sharply crit'cal of President Botha’s govern- 
ment, the Reagan White House has been reasonably 
steadfast in adopting a realistic and constructive 
approach to southern Africa’s problems, even if it was 
defeated in its purpose by Congress.” 


RSA Faces Reform or Revolution — On the same page 
Maurice Hommel, head of the Department of Public 
Administration at the University of the Western Cape 
notes that there are only two choices for change in South 
Africa: “reform or revolution.” “This country has 
2lready entered the dangerous period of transition from 
the old order to the new. The white minority has not yet 
lost its will to rule. But it has begun to lose confidence in 
its ability to retain control. What remains of the puny 
form of Afrikanerdom seems to have no clearly thought- 
out strategy for what should take the place of the god that 
failed them: apartheid. And, though black political orga- 
nisations are far from being united, no really deep 
disagreement exists over objectives; only their tactics are 
different.” 


Afrikaans Press Target of Right-Wing Ire — Henniec van 
Deventer, editor of DIE VOLKSBLAD, writes 

same page that “the Afrikaans newspaper has | 

one of the primary targets of rightwing ire. W: 
militant AWB increasingly acting as the rightwing’s 
heavy artillery in the war against the national Afrikaner 
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an unprecedented wave of antagonism has been 
unleashed against the Afrikaans newspapers.” Many 
critics “adopt an attitude of indifference towards the 
tremendous effort by committed South Africans, such as 
the Afrikaner-Broederbond [Brotherhood], the Afri- 
kaans newspapers, South African Church leaders and 
others, to stem the danger from the Right and to avert 
the possibility that the future of the country wi'l be 
settled by vicious conflict be:ween radicals.” 


Pakendorf on NP Policy —- Harald Paken- 
dorf observes on page 23 that “we talk of negotiations 
when we act against legal, non-vicient organisations. We 
talk of democracy while severely diminishing what civil 
liberties there are in the country. Perhaps, in a way, that 
helps to explain some of the success the CP scored in 
Standerton. It, at least, is honest and straightforward 
when it says it will implement separate development.” 


NP Unconcerned About Democracy — On the same page 
Tony Leon, Johannesburg city councilor and chairman 
of the PFP municipal election committee, says at the 
coming 26 October elections the ““NP faces problems on 
two sides: As a political party, much of its traditional 
support base threatens to desert to the Kight. Wearing its 
other hat, as government and chief constitutional engi- 
neer, its beleagured civic creation, black local authori- 
ties, face their severest test.” Leon observes that “of 30 
local authority structures which collapsed before the 
state of emergency, all but five have been rehabilitated. 
The fact thai government has not been particularly fussy 
about this process, often installing regimes directly ruled 
by officials and propped up the shadowy joint manage- 
ment centres of the State Security Council, merely 
proves that the state is more interested in order and 
control than it is in the ‘extension of democracy’.” 


RSA ‘Desperate’ About Angola — “Magnus Malan’s 
outlandish ‘overture’ to Moscow last weekend smells, for 
all its bull-nosed bravado, of defeat and of a rather 
desperate attempt by the SA Government to salvage its 
Angolan war aims,” remarks Simon Barber in his 
“Washington Diary” column on the same page. Howev- 
er, the “Americans, the MPLA and, more edgily, the 
Cubans are moving towards an agreement, complete 
with the necessary timetables, that would oblige SA to 
show its true hand on Namibia.” “Pretoria is no longer 
in a position to call the shots indefinitely. Not only can 
it not deliver a knockout blow to force the Angolans to 
the negotiation table with Jonas Savimbi on its own 
terms, its ability to pursue the same goal through attri- 
tion has been thrown into real doubt.” 


STAR Notes ‘Tired’ Government — “Tinke ‘ing with the 
cabinet is no way to inject new life into a tired govern- 
ment,” says a »age 10 editorial in Johannesburg THE 
STAR in English on 14 March. “There is the continued 
failure of Mr Botha to produce a cabinet in the professed 
tricameral spirit of inter-racial consensus.” “There is, 
too, the ominous further concentration of power in the 
office of the state president. It suggests Mr Botha lacks 
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confidence in his own executive to operate without his 
direct supervision. If it means Mr Botha hopes to imple- 
ment some reforms by increasing his personal control, it 
also suggests he believes reform is possible only through 
increased authoritarianism.” 


BUSINESS DAY on Cabinet Reshuffle — Johannesburg 
BUSINESS DAY in English on 14 March says in a page 
6 editorial the state president has been criticised for not 
including colored and Indian MP’s in the cabinet reshuf- 
fle. NP “anger against these groups spilled over after the 
humiliating defeats in Standerton and Schweizer-Re- 
neke, with the antics in the House of Representatives 
and Delegates being blamed for the swing to the right. 
True or not, President Botha’s message is blunt: The 
decks are being cleared for the battle for the soul of the 
Afrikaner—and there is little room for peripheral 
groups. If nothing else, it finally puts the tricameral 
system in true perspective.” 


CITY PRESS on Property Rights for Blacks — Johan- 
nesburg CITY PRESS in English on 13 March says in a 
page 6 editorial “the minister of education and develop- 
ment aid, Dr Gerrit Viljoen, on Wednesday announced 
new regulations enabling biacks in trust towns to obtain 
full property rights with immediate effect.” “We agrec 
that millions of blacks would benefit from this scheme. 
But we believe that the government still has to address 
itself to the disproportionate land deal in this country. It 
is not enough to usher in a new dispensation applicable 
to the 13 percent of the land allocated to approximately 
27-million blacks as against 87 percent occupied by 
about 5 million whites.” 


Church To Take Over Apartheid Struggle — On page 7 
Father Smangaliso Mkhatshwa, secretary general of the 
South African Catholic Bishops’ Conference, says: “We 
hope the international community—and especially 
South Africa’s major trading partners—will wake up to 
the fact that this unrepresentative government is threat- 
ening their interests as well as the lives and security of 
black and white South Africans. The government has 
shown quite clearly that is has nothing to offer but 
instability and bloodshed. It must be isolated to force if 
off the awful path it has chosen.” “In a situation of bitter 
conflict and racial animosity, the church must strive for 
peace and reconciliation. We must hasten to add that 
this striving for peace and reconciliation implies a strug- 
gle to eradicate apartheid and its structures.” The church 
must also “campaign against arbitrary detention and the 
state of emergency. In mounting such a campaign the 
church should very closely co-operate with democratic 
organisations.” 


SOWETAN Notes War Losses for RSA, Angola — The 
page 4 editorial in Johannesburg SOWETAN in English 
on 14 March says there are “indications that for the first 
time Angola is seeking direct talks with South Africa 
because the United States had lost credibility as a 
mediator. Without being too optimistic about these 
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developments, we are anxious to see the region's prob- 
lems solved.” It “seems to be that almost all the actors 
involved in this dirty little war are sick of it. No side 
seems to be winning. The countries, particularly Angola 
and South Africa, are losing heavily in terms of money 
and men lost.” 


VADERLAND Welcomes U.S. Veto on Sanctions — A 
page 10 editorial in Johannesburg DIE VADERLAND 
in Afrikaans on 10 March welcomes the “United States 
and British veto of sanctions against South Africa by the 
UN Security Council.” However, “our welcoming the 
veto must be qualified since there should not have been 
such a debate in the first place. South Africa does not 
represent a threat to peace.” South Africa “wants to be 
seen for what it is: the most developed industrial country 
in the region, which can lead the whole region to a better 
future through peacefu methods.” 


BEELD Welcomes Botswana Stance on RSA Sanctions 
— Johannesburg BEELD in Afrikaans on 11 March says 
in a page 10 editorial that “at the end of last year 
Minister Adriaan Viok urged the Botswana Government 
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to decide whether it would remain a thoroughfare for 
terrorists or whether it would prefer to live in peace with 
South Africa. Hopefully the choice has fallen on the 
last-mentioned because the Botswana ambassador to the 
UN rejected sanctions against South Africa in the Secu- 
rity Council meeting. This is good news. It is just a pity 
that Botswana took so long to decide and we hope it will 
not change its mind again. South Africa does not need 
other countries to speak on its behalf at the UN. Never- 
theless, Botswana's attitude is appreciated. Other coun- 
tries in southern Africa are welcome to follow Bots- 
wana’s example.” 


BURGER on Sanctions Veto — Cape Town DIE BUR- 
GER in Afrikaans on 10 March says in a page 14 
editorial that “Britain and the United States’ veto of 
sanctions against South Africa indicates that these two 
governments firmly believe that sanctions, however 
harsh, will not bring about the desired change in South 
Africa. One can accept that those countries which 
abstained from voting also believe this.” The editorial 
points out that “none of South Africa’s neighboring 
States can afford to impose sanctions against it.” 
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Benin 


PRC Team Arrives for Lectures on Party, Economy 
AB122145 Cotonou Domestic Service in French 
1930 GMT 12 Mar 88 


[Text] As part of the exchange of views and experiences 
established between the CPC and the People’s Revolu- 
tion Party of Benin [PRPB], a delegation from the CPC 
Central Committee arrived in the country this morning 
to hold discussions with Beninese officials. These discus- 
sions will center on ways and means to develop the 
PRPB into a strong and influential Marxist-Leninist 
party and to make the Beninese economy an indepen- 
dent and prosperous one. Comrade (Yi Dushu), the 
leader of the delegation and a professor at the CPC 
Central School, disclosed the purpose of his visit to our 
reporter, Isidor Zinsou: 


[Begin recording] [(Yi)] We have been officially sent to 
Benin by the CPC Central Committee at the invitation 
of the PRPB Central Committee in order to give lectures 
on the development of a national party and economy. 
We have come here on behalf of the group of lecturers of 
the International Department of the CPC Central Com- 
mittee. 


[Zinsou] Your country, the PRC, has vast experience in 
developing a socialist party as well as an independent 
and prosperous economy. During your visit, what will be 
the themes of your lectures? 


[(Y1)] I will discuss the new experiences acquired by our 
party, namcly those acquired after the 3d plenary session 
of the 1 1th Central Committee. 


[Zinsou] What are these experiences? 


[(Yi)] Economically, they concern the strategies for 
developing an independent and prosperous economy 
based on the reform of the system adopted in the rural 
and urban centers. Concerning the development of a 
Marxist-Leninist party, we want to demonstrate how to 
improve life within a party and the spirit of equality. 
{end recording] 


Labor Union Federation Meets 12 March 
AB130804 Cotonou Domestic Service in French 
1930 GMT 12 Mar 88 


[Excerpt] Our federation of workers unions, the Nutional 
Federation of Workers Unions of Benin, today held an 
extraordinary meeeting in its traditional labor exchange 
hall in Cotonou under the chairmanship of Romain 
Vilon Guezo, the general secretary of the federation, who 
was with the members of the steering committee of the 
federation. The meetirg called on the workers unions to 
try to hold their respective congresses as quickly as 
possible to enable the federation, in its turn, to hold its 
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national congress by the end of this year. This extraor- 
dinary meeting also enabled the general secretary, while 
touching on miscellaneous items, to brief the union 
officials at length on the problems confronting ihe work- 
ing class in our country. [passage omitted] 


Burkina Faso 


Ouagadougou Outlines Popular Front Program 
AB111535 Ouagadougou Domestic Service in French 
1300 GMT 11 Mar 88 


[Text] Now we know the statutes of the Popular Front. 
The texts, which have just been published, are those to 
be adhered to by all organized anti-imperialist revolu- 
tionaries, patriots, and democrats. We must work 
together in line with the revolutionary (?options) 
announced by the Popular Front, whose definition is 
given in Article | of the statutes. 


The Popular Front is defined as a grouping of political 
Organizations and anti-imperialist and democratic mass 
Organizations in Burkina Faso. These organizations are 
convinced of the need for unity among ithe people in 
order to wage struggle against imperialism and all inter- 
nal forces of domination and to achieve a true economic 
development for the vast masses of the people. The 
13-page document contains a total of 50 articles, subdi- 
vided into 7 chapters— namely, the definition of the 
Popular Front and its objectives; its organization; the 
relationship between the executive power and the Pop- 
ular Front; the funding of the Popular Front; the symbol 
and the headquarters; general provisions; and transi- 
tional provisions. 


The objectives of the Popular Front can be summed up 
in eight points. They are: achieving unity among the 
people; improving living conditions for all social strata 
and classes; consolidating political independence, and 
achieving economic independence, maintaining and 
strengthening of democratic freedoms; strengthening ties 
between the Popular Front’s member organizations; cre- 
ating conditions for settling the problem of women’s 
emancipation; developing a national culture; and lastly, 
promoting cooperation ties with all ‘ountries and states 
as specified in the political orientation speech. 


The second chapter calls for particular attention, because 
it touches on the organization of the Popular Front. The 
RDP [Popular and Democratic Revolution] militants 
will thus have the opportunity to acquaint themselves 
with the detailed internal structures of the leading body 
of our country. As can be seen, the Popular Front has 
chosen the path of clarity. One can also learn who is a 
member of the Popular Front; the Popular Front [words 
indistinct] a grouping of organizations, how to join the 
Front; the rights and duties of its members; its function- 
ing: its organizational principles and its various bodies; 
and disciplinary actions. 
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What are the various, Popular Front bociies? Well, the 
central bodies are the Congress, the Coordinating Com- 
mittee, and the Executive Committee. 


The congress is the supreme organ of the Popular Front. 
It holds its regular meetings every 2 years. The Coordi- 
nating Committee is the supreme institution in between 
Congress meetings; and it holds its meetings every 3 
months. The Executive Committee takes care of the 
leadership and orientation of the Popular Front in 
between the meetings of its Coordinating Committee. 
That is the summary of the statutes of the Popular Front. 
These statutes, like the program of action, are designed 
to make our popular organizations more democratic and 
their actions consequently more effective. 


Concerning the program of action, this long-expected 
document will henceforth serve as a tool for the active 
mobilization of the popular masses on the basis of their 
interests. They will be mobilized in the pursuance and 
deepening of the revolution. In fact, this is stipulated in 
the presentation of the document. 


(?The drawing up) of a program of action is a matter of 
principle for every revolution. The drafting of a program 
is a task of prime importance. This is because the 
experience of the early years of the revolution undisput- 
ably shows that the political orientation speech [passage 
indistinct] marks the very start of the actions to be 
undertaken as part of the rectification process. 


The program of action, it is not necessary to recali, is the 
outcome of the review of the first 4 years of the revolu- 
tion which was made during the national debate on 8, 9, 
and 10 January 1988. Captain Blaise Compaore, the 
head of state, pointed this out yesterday in his address to 
the nation. Drafting and adopting the statutes and the 
program of action will enabie us to take a giant step in 
the organization of the national political life and in the 
coordination of future activities in the political econom- 
ic, social, and cultural fields. 


Now the outlines of the program of action. This 38-page 
document, apart from the preface and the introduction 
which have just been presented to you, contains three 
major parts: the economic, political, and sociocultural 


parts. 


First the political part. The program of action stresses 
that in the political field, the objective of the RDP is to 
ensure that the power is held by the people and to build 
a state of popular democracy by destroying the neoculo- 
nial state apparatus. The document went on to say that 
the implementation of the tasks in the political field was 
begun directly after the launching cf the August Revolu- 
tion th the esiablishment of the committees for the 
defense of the revolution [CDR’s], which formed the 
basis for the exercise of the popular power, through the 
establishment of popular tribunals in order to dispense a 
truly popular justice, and finally through the (?reorgani- 
zation) of the administrative sector and the Army, in 
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order to make them instruments in the service of the 
people. Unfortunately, however, as the program of 
action pointed out, the implementation of this task of 
revolutionary transformation in the political field was 
not effectively pursued. At the level of the sectorial 
objectives and actions to be undertaken, the Popular 
Front will devote itself to, quote, creating the conditions 
for the broadening and ihe strengthening of democracy 
for the benefit of the people. [No reference to end quote 
as heard] 


Concerning this first chapter, the Popular Front will: 


1. Organize the people by class and according to socio- 
professional category. Instead of the CDR’s, which, since 
4 August 1983, had been performing great tasks but 
whose actions were marked by serious shortcomings due 
to the fact that their role was not clearly stated. politicai 
and revolutionary mass organizations will be created. 
They will include farmers, workers, civil servants, young 
men, women, and elders. These organizations will enable 
every class of the social strata of the people to present 
and defend their own interests. They will also permit a 
better political education, a very conscientious and uni- 
fied mobilization of the masses. 


2. The Front is committed to further strengthening the 
exercise of popular power, by acknowledging the right 
and duty of the various organizations to participate in 
the activities of all the organs of power on the national 
level, and to exercise power directly on the local level in 
the organs that will be set up for this purpose. 


The third, fourth, fifth, sixth, seventh, eighth, and ninth 
other points of this first chapter concern the education of 
the popular structures, the youth, women, elders, the 
working class, the farmers, the trade unions, and the 
individual and collective liberties. 


The second chapter of the political section is entitled: 
Building a State of Popular Democracy. Thus, first of all, 
the Popular Front will pursue, in a resolved and consis- 
tent manner, the revolutionarization of the public 
administration. 2. It will apply the policy of true decen- 
tralization. 3. The Popular Front will set up any institu- 
tion necessary for the achievement of a true democratic 
life, where power is in the hands of the people. 4. In the 
area of justice, it will pursue the efforts made since the 
advent of the revolution to eliminate the old judicial 
machinery and establish popular justice which is dis- 
pensed by the people on the basis of a legal procedure 
which the magistrates and men of law will codify. 5. The 
political leadership of our revolution will carry out the 
task of building a people’s army. 6. Finally, the Popular 
Front will work toward uniting the people around it, by 
defining what type of alliances can be established 
between the various social levels, to enable each sector of 
the society to participate effectively in national political 
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life. The final main chapter of the political section is 
devoted to the development of a foreign policy based on 
the principles of peaceful coexistence and international 
revolution. 


Now, concerning the economic section, which is made 
up of 10 main chapters on sectorial objectives and 
actions to be underiaken. The economic section is the 
largest, at least one of the largest sections, of the docu- 
ment. It emphasizes that the basic economic objective of 
the Popular Froz:* is to achieve a transitional economy— 
that is, an economy that breaks away from the neocolo- 
nialist type, an economy that must be independent and 
well planned. Concerning the backward state of the 
Burkinabe scciety, where several different socioeco- 
nomic groups coexist, and concerning the fact that the 
social revolution is first and foremost aimed at sharing 
equally the nation’s riches (?yet) to be created, the 
democratic and popular revolution, in its program of 
action, will develop state capitalism within a given 
period, a state capitalism which is not a means to an end, 
but a means of rapidly creating the basic material 
necessary for the smooth passage of the RDP to a higher 
stage. 


It is first of all aimed at: 1. Consolidating existing state 
corporations; 2. creaiing new state corporations in the 
priority and strategic sectors; 3 creating and consolidat- 
ing state and privately-owned joint ventures, and insti- 
tuting democratic management in th<se enterprises; 4. 
controlling, by the revolutionary state, of the activities of 
the private sector. It will mean ensuring that activities of 
the private sector conform win ike fields of activity that 
have been expressly assigned to it, and respecting private 
sector commi!ents to the revolutionary state. Under 
existing conditions in Burkina Faso, the revolutionary 
state has great need of the support of the private sector in 
the struggle against imperialism, which exists every- 
where. The state must, therefore, through the adoption 
of concrete measures, motivate the private sector to 
invest in the development of economic activities for the 
benefit of the Burkinabe people. 


As we already stated, the objectives of the various sectors 
and actions to be undertaken are contained in 10 main 
chapters, which cover the followig areas: agriculture 
and stockbreeding, environment, water, manufacturing 
and mining industries, small-scale industry, energy. 
transportation and communications, commerce, tourism 
and hotel industry, public finance, monetary affairs and 
[words indistinct]. All these areas are given equal impor- 
tance and are (?interdependant). In effect, they are the 
connectors of the same [words indistinct]. That is why it 
was difficult to (?divide) the ecoromic section into these 
10 main chapters. 


The third and final main section of the program is 
devoted to the sociocultural sector, a very important 
sector when one realizes that the Burkinabe society is 
mainly a backward one that still bears the marks of 
neocolonialist imperialist domination. Yes, these marks 
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are known as backwardness, illiteracy, misery, famine, 
poverty, oppression of women. and social injustice. The 
Popular Front is determined to fight all of these plagues 
by assigning itself the task of revolutionary transforma- 
tion in the sociocultural sector. It has also established 
positive objectives for itself in the areas of health, social 
welfare, education, scientific research, housing, labor, 
culture, information, and leisure. 


Among the |! subsections on the health sector, we can, 
for instance, mention the establishment of an efficient 
system to regularly check the vulnerable groups, a system 
that wil! allow the monitoring of the health of school 
children, workers exposed to professional hazards, and 
the elderly. There is also the establishment of structures 
to monitor mothers and their children. In the area of 
social welfare, emphasis has been laid on the protection 
of mothers and their children as well as on measures to 
assist the destitute. Concerning the protection of moth- 
ers and their children, the program of action p~oposes to 
ensure the economic protection of women and to build 
daycare centers near their work places. These daycare 
centers will take care of the children of the working 
women. Nine other subsections concern the areas of 
education and scientific research. The fifth point 
stressed that the educational system will be reformed and 
adapted to our national realities, in order to trait, cadres 
that are politically conscientious and technically compe- 
tent at the levels of policy implementation and funda- 
menial research. 


In the other sociocultural fields, such as labor and social 
security, culture, information, and leisure, the program 
of action is also aimed at noble and important objec- 
tives. The program of action, the conclusion stressed, is 
a necessary step toward the new society that the revolu- 
tion has set as its target. It is through hard work and 
sacrifice that the people will achieve the implementation 
of this program, thus qualitatively transforming their 
living conditions. 


Ghana 


2-Week Military Exercise Begins 14 March 
AB140744 Accra Domestic Service in English 
0600 GMT 14 Mar 88 


[Text] A 2-week armed forces exercise codenamed Exer- 
cise Full Impact starts today around the Jungle Warfare 
School in Achiase near Akim Oda. The exercise is aimed 
at testing the professional skills of units, their physical 
fitness, and initiative. 


Botchway Denies IMF, World Bank Set Policy 
AB120953 Accra Domestic Service in English 
0600 GMT 12 Mar 88 


[Text] A seminar on the financial sector reform program 
has been held in Accra. It was attended by PNDC 
members, secretaries of state, managing directors, and 
board chairmen of financial institutions, representatives 
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of the private sector, and the World Bank, as well as 
heads of organizations whose activities affect the bank- 
ing system. The reform program aims at strengthening 
the supervisory and monitoring role of the Bank of 
Ghana, restructuring all financially disturbed banks, 
improving money and security markets, and increasing 
rural financing to reduce farmers’ dependence on money 
lenders. 


In an address, the secretary for finance and economic 
planning, Dr Kwesi Botchway, denied allegations that 
the government’s economic policies are being dictated 
by the World Bank and the International Monetary 
Fund. He explained that the government initiates its 
own policy reforms but discusses them with World Bank 
officials only when their assistance is needed. Dr Kwesi 
Botchway was of the view that public misintepretation 
might have been caused by the increased level of World 
Bank and IMF - id to Ghana. He assured Ghanaians that 
the country’s rciationship with ihe World Bank is help- 
ing to facilitate resources flow for the realization of 
national objectives. 


A member of the PNDC and chairman of the Committee 
of Secretaries, Mr P.V. Obeng, noted that the Economic 
Recovery Program places new demands on the banking 
system to mobilize funds for industry and other produc- 
tive sectors of the economy. He therefore urged the 
banks to improve upon their services and increase pro- 
ductivity. 


Cocoa Board to Put Plantations on Market 
AB111901 Paris AFP in English 1519 GMT 11 Mar 88 


[Text] Abidjan, March 1! (AFP}—The Ghana Cocoa 
Board (Cocobod) has announced it will soon put back its 
coffee and cocoa plantations on the market after they 
have been revalued. A spokesman for the board told 
reporters Friday [11 March] that a fresh valuation was 
needed to determine accurately the area under cultiva- 
tion, Ghana radio said in a broadcast monitored here. 
The announcement follows an independent valuation 
exercise which revealed that the Cocobod gave incorrect 
information on the acreage of lands being offered for sale 
to the public. The spokesman said in some cases the 
estimated acreages were inflated far above what was 
actually on offer. 


Last year Ghanaian authorities invited interested orga- 
nisations and individuals to take over the running of the 
plantations. 


Commercial Bank Reports Increased Fund Transfers 
AB111448 Accra Domestic Service in English 
1300 GMT 11 Mar 88 


[Text] Fifteen million dollars was transferred into the 
country last year through the fast funds transfer of the 
Ghana Commercial Bank [GCB] introduced over a year 
ago. According to a source close to the bank, the figure is 


WEST AFRICA 


an improvement on the 1986 remittance which stood at 
$9.4 million. Under the fast funds transfer system, 
Ghanaians resident abroad can transfer money to their 
relations and friends at home by depositing money in 
any of the GCB’s corresponding banks throughout the 
world. 


Meningitis Kills 22 in Brong Ahafo Region 
AB120936 Accra Domestic Service in English 
0600 GMT 12 Mar 88 


[Text] Twenty-two people have so far died from cerebro- 
spinal meningitis out of 83 cases reported in the Brong 
Ahafo Region. According to the regional director of 
health services, Dr E.N. Mensah, Berekum is the worst 
affected district, where 15 deaths have occurred. He 
advised the public not to panic, because the situation is 
under control. He, however, advised the people to keep 
their surroundings clean at all times to check the out- 
break of diseases. 


Guinea 
Romania’s Ceausescu, Delegation Arrive 11 March 


Talks With Conte 
AB121013 Conakry Domestic Service in French 
0645 GMT 12 Mar 88 


[Excerpt] Guinea and Romania are determined to 
strengthen bilateral relations. As part of this policy, 
Romanian head of state Nicolae Ceausescu arrived in 
our capital yesterday for a 3-day visit. He is accompa- 
nied by his wife, Mrs Elena Ceausescu, and an important 
government delegation. The Romanian head of state 
held a first round of talks with his Guinean counterpart. 
What was the focus of their talks? Boubacar Yacine 
Diallo will tell us more about their discussions. 


[Diallo] For more than | hour, Mr Nicolae Ceausescu 
and General Lansana Conte focused their discussions on 
bilateral ties between their two countries as well as on 
current African and international issues, regional con- 
flicts, the Iran-Iraq war, and the Middle East. The 
Guinean head of state outlined the priority sectors 
established by his government and talked about ways in 
which Romania would be able to help, in sectors such as 
agriculture, transportation and communications, and 
energy. President Ceausescu reaffirmed his country’s 
willingness to help Guinea in its national recovery pro- 
gram. The two heads of state gave instructions to their 
respective delegations to revive in a concrete way the 
various fields of cooperation between Romania and 
Guinea. 


In addition, the two statesmen encouraged the holding of 
an international conference on peace in the Middle East 
with the participation of the PLO, the legitimate repre- 
sentative of the Palestinian people. They also talked 
about the [words indistinct] of apartheid in South Africa 
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as well as the escalation of violence in the Iran-Iraq 
conflict. In conclusion, Presidents Ceausescu and Conte 
praised the efforts made by the international community 
to promote the disarmament process. In this regard, they 
encouraged the two superpowers to pursue their negoti- 
ations. 


It should also be recalled that the Romanian and Gui- 
nean ministers have, for their part, pursued their talks on 
the documents the two heads of state are expected to sign 
today. Yesterday, the Romanian head of state was guest 
at a banquet hosted by Gen Lansana Conte and Mrs 
Henriette Conte in his honor. During this banquet, Gen 
Lansana Conte emphasized the relations existing 
between Guinea and Romania, and briefed President 
Ceaausescu on the policy of development initiated by 
Guinea on 3 April 1984. [passage omitted] 


Signs Communique 
AB130946 Conakry Domestic Service in French 
1945 GMT 12 Mar 88 


[Text] The visit of Nicolae Ceausescu, the Romanian 
president, and his wife Elena, is the major issue in our 
domestic news. It is an official visit that falls in line with 
the strengthening of cooperative relations between 
Guinea and Romania. The two presidents this morning 
Signed a communique in which they reasserted their 
desire to strengthen and (?expand) cooperation between 
Guinea and Romania. 


Departs 13 March 
AB140718 Conakry Domestic Service in French 
0645 GMT 14 Mar 88 


[Excerpt] Romanian Head of State Mr President Nicolae 
Ceausescu and his wife left Conakry yesterday at the end 
of 4 72-hour state friendly visit to Guinea. He was seen 
off by Head of State General Lansana Contec, accompa- 
nied by members of the CMRN and the government, as 
well as members of the diplomatic corps. [passage omit- 
ted] 


Mining Exploration t Signed With USSR 
AB111822 Paris AFP in English 1538 GMT 11 Mar 88 


[Text] Conakry, March 11 (AFP)}—Guinea has granted 
the Soviet Union a permit to carry out topographical 
surveys and searches for minerals in the north and centre 
of the country, official sources said here. Signing the 
three-year contract, Guinean Resources Minister 
Ousmane Sylla said the move should enable Guinea to 
overcome its dependence on bauxite as its principal 
source of foreign income. The agreement will authorise 
Soviet engineers to conduct surveys in Tougue District, 
in the north, and Dinguiraye and Faranah Districts in 
the centre of the country. 
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Liberia 
Doe, Romania’s Ceausescu Discuss Cooperation 


Sign Communique 
AB112230 Monrovia Radio ELWA in English 
2000 GMT 11 Mar 88 


[Text] The Romanian president, Nicolac Ceausescu, and 
the Liberian leader, Dr Samuel Kanyon Doe, have 
reaffirmed their decision to strengthen cooperation in all 
fields for the benefit of their two countries and peoples, 
as you may have heard earlier in the news. The joint 
communique, issued today at the end oi the 3-day 
official visit by President Ceausescu, said the two leaders 
decided that further action be taken to increase and 
diversify (?trade) exchanges for the development of 
economic cooperation in the fields of agriculture, food, 
industries, mining and geology. The two leaders also 
agreed to pursue cooperation in the areas of forestry and 
wood processing, transportation, roads and railroad 
building, ship building and [word indistinct]. 


According to the communique, Presidents Ceausescu 
and Doe lauded the activities undertaken within the 
framework of the joint Liberia-Romania Commission 
and cited the recent meeting held in Monrovia by 
officials of the two countries for the implementation of 
the long-term agreement signed in October 1986. They 
agreed to increase the role of the joint commission in the 
expansion of economic cooperation between their two 
countries, and decided that the next session of the 
commission be held in Bucharest in 1988. The two 
presidents also decided to appoint their permanent rep- 
resentatives for the task to follow up and report period- 
ically on the progress of the agreed projects to be 
undertaken by their two leaders. 


On the situation in South Africa, Presidents Doe and 
Ceausescu lauded the achievement of the African peo- 
ples in their struggle for freedom and national indepen- 
dence for economic and social development, expanding 
cooperation among themselves, and strengthening their 
unity of action in the African and international areas. 
The communique said the two leaders, however, 
expressed concern over the continued foreign interfer- 
ence in the domestic affairs of some African countries 
and the intensification of acts of aggression against the 
African peoples. 


The two presidents highlighted the importance of the 
Organization of African Unity for strengthening cooper- 
ation among African states and in finding solutions to 
Africa’s problems. They confirmed their support for the 
just struggle of the people of southern Africa for inde- 
pendence and condemned South Africa’s acts of aggres- 
sion against the Frontline States as well as the racist 
policy of apartheid employed by the Pretoria regime 
against the black majority. 
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On the Middle East, Presidents Doe and Ceausescu 
called for the convening of an international conference 
on the Middle East under the auspices of the United 
Nations, with the participation of all parties concerned 
in finding just and lasting solutions in the region. On the 
conflict in the Gulf region, the two presidents called for 
the withdrawal of all foreign ships to favor cessation of 
attacks, the [words indistinct] navigation in the Gulf, 
and an end to hostilities between Iran and Iraq by 
peaceful means in keeping with UN Security [Council] 
Resolution 598. 


Romanians Depart 
AB112122 Monrovia Radio ELWA in English 
2000 GMT 11 Mar 88 


[Excerpt] The Romanian president, Nicolae Ceausescu, 
at the head of a top-level Romanian delegation, departed 
this morning for Conakry, Guinea, following a 3-day 
official visit to Liberia. The Romanian leader, accompa- 
nied by his wife, Mrs Elena Ceausescu, and other senior 
Romanian Government officials, arrived in the country 
on 9 March as guests of Liberian President Samuel K. 
Doe. President Ceausescu was seen off at the Roberts 
International Airport in Margibi County by Dr Doe and 
several government officials, including Vice President 
Harry S. Moniba, Chief Justice Emmanuel Gbalazeh, 
members of the legislature, the cabinet, as well as the 
government and members of the diplomatic corps. [pas- 
Sage omitted] 


Visit Termed ‘Success’ 
AB121100 Monrovia Radio ELWA in English 
2000 GMT 11 Mar 88 


[Text] President Samuel K. Doe has said that the acqui- 
sition of education in Romania and other socialist coun- 
tries by Liberians was not an obstacle in gaining employ- 
ment in the public sector in the country. He said 
Liberians who acquired education anywhere, in a social- 
ist Or capitalist country, are free to return home to make 
their contributions toward the socioeconomic develop- 
ment of the nation. President Doe was responding to 
questions put to him today by journalists at the Roberts 
International Airport shortly after the departure of 
Romanian President Nicolae Ceausescu. 


Dr Doe said he was not aware that Liberians who have 
studied in socialist countries have been denied employ- 
ment in the country, adding studying in a socialist 
country does not make you a socialist. And in the mining 
sector, the Liberian leader said he and President Ceau- 
sescu discussed the possible revitalization of the 
National Iron Ore Company, NIOC, in Grand Cape 
mount County and said efforts would be exerted in this 
direction. Dr Doe described the visit of the Romanian 
president to Liberia as successful and noted that it has 
further helped to strengthen the existing cordial ties 
between Liberia and Romania. 
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Dee Says Finance Ministry ‘Clean Up’ To Continue 
AB111750 Monrovia Radio ELWA in English 
1709 GMT 11 Mar 88 


[Text] President Samuel Kanyon Doe has said the recent 
wave of dismissals in the Finance Ministry was intended 
to clean up the ministry and put it in order. He said the 
exercise was far from over, and called on employees of 
the Finance Ministry to examine their level of service to 
the Liberian people. He disclosed that government will 
not fail to weed out from its midst those who are bent on 
retarding the progress of the economic recovery program 
for selfish reasons. According to LBS [Liberia Broadcast- 
ing System], President Doe made these remarks at the 
Roberts International Airport, where he spoke to jour- 
nalists. The Liberian leader again called on government 
officials to be truly dedicated and honest in their under- 
takings, instead of paying lip service to him. He said the 
clean-up exercise at the Finance Ministry and other 
government agencies will continue until Liberian people 
can enjoy the full benefit of their taxes. 


Senegal 
Assembly Votes to Prolong State of Emergency 


President’s Letter Read 
AB111424 Dakar Domestic Service in French 
1325 GMT 11 Mar 88 


[Excerpts] The National Assembly held a plenary session 
this morning. (?Our correspondent) Samali Gueye, who 
followed the deliberations, is now on the line: 


[Gueye] The plenary session of the Senegalese Parlia- 
ment began at 1000 this morning, precisely after the 
arrival of Speaker Daouda Sow, who was greeted by the 
assemblymen standing in the vaulted chamber. The 
speaker asked the (?chairman) of the assembly’s bureau 
to call the roll. A total of (7106) out of 120 members were 
present. Since that represented a quorum, the assembly 
could validly hold deliberations, said Speaker Daouda 
Sow before addressing his colleagues. 


[Begin Sow recording] [passage omitted] I received the 
following letter from the president of the Republic: 
Under Article 58 of the Constitution, the state of emer- 
gency (?lasts) 12 days unless the National Assembly 
allows its extension at the request of the president of the 
Republic. The situation prevailing in Dakar Region, in 
regard to law and order, which a few days ago prompted 
the issuing of Decree 88-229 of 29 February 1988, 
requires that the emergency measure be extended 
beyond the 12-day period as stipulated by Article 58 of 
the Constitution. 


I would therefore be grateful to you if you would kindly 
submit to the National Assembly my request for the 
permission to extend the aforementioned Decree 88-229 
of 29 February 1988. [passage omitted] 
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Considering Article 58 of the Constitution empowering 
the president of the Republic to decree the state of 
emergency; after taking cognizance of Decree 88-229 of 
29 February imposing the state of emergency in Dakar 
Region; considering the contents of the letter No 
1592/PRSG of 9 March 1988 in which the president of 
the Republic asks the National Assembly to allow him to 
prolong the state of emergency ordered in the aforemen- 
tioned decree; considering the situation prevailing in 
Dakar Region after the events of 28 and 29 February 
1988; considering the need to maintain law and order to 
guarantee the necessary social peace for the smooth 
functioning of the republican institutions and for all the 
national activities to be freely carried on; considering the 
report prepared by the Legislative and Judiciary Com- 
mission [words indistinct}; the National Assembly at its 
plenary session on |! March 1988, has deliberated on 
that report and hereby allows the president of the Repub- 
lic to prolong the state of emergency in Dakar Region. 


Issued in Dakar on |! March 1988 by the National 
Assembly. [passage omitted] [end recording] 


Motion Supports Diouf 
AB112139 Dakar Domestic Service in French 
2000 GMT 11 Mar 88 


[Text] The state of emergency has been extended. The 
National Assembly voted for it this morning during a 
plenary session. The government was represented by the 
minister for relations with Parliament, Thierno Ba; the 
minister of interior, Andre Sonko; and the minister of 
communications, Djibo [.a. At the end of the session, 
the parliamentarians adopted a motion of support for 
President Abdou Diouf. The motion is read here by 
Abdoulaye Niang, chairman of the Legislation Commis- 
sion: 


(Begin recording] The National Assembly met for a 
plenary session on Friday, 11 March 1988. After exam- 
ining the serious situation prevailing in our democracy 
in the Dakar region in the aftermath of the 28 February 
1988 presidential and legislative elections; considering 
that the events of 28 and 29 February led to unjustified 
violence and [words indistinct]; considering that this 
situation led the president of the Republic to decree the 
state of emergency, in conformity with Article 58 of the 
Constitution; considering that these violent acts are a 
result of a premeditated and organized desire to disturb 
public order, to jeopardize the functioning of the repub- 
lican institutions, and to deal a fatal blow on the demo- 
cratic experience which the Senegalese people have 
decided upon and which is being implemented by Pres- 
ident Abdou Diouf; the National Assembly deplores the 
serious events that occurred in the Dakar Region on 28 
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and 29 February 1988 and firmly condemns the instiga- 
tors and organizers as well as those who participated in 
the acts of violence and looting. It approves of the 
appropriate, drastic, and salutary measures taken by the 
president of Republic and firmly implemented by the 
government. A glowing tribute is hereby paid to the 
security forces which were able to ward off the danger 
that was threatening the Republic institutions and the 
Senegalese democracy. 


The National Assembly expresses its support to the head 
of state, guarantor of public order, social peace, and 
Senegal’s security. It also renews its confidence in him 
and encourages him to pursue his mission for the ecc- 
nomic revival of our country, for the peaceful social and 
cultural promotion of the Senegalese people and for the 
democratic scrupulous respect of our values of civiliza- 
tion. 


[Signed] The National Assembly. [end recording] 


Education Minister Announces Schools To Reopen 
AB122045 Dakar Domestic Service in French 
2000 GMT 12 Mar 88 


{Communique on reopening of schools in Dakar—place 
and date not given] 


[Text] The minister of national education is happy to 
announce to parents, students, and pupils that the head 
of state has decided that the National University Cater- 
ing and Welfare Service at Dakar can resume operations 
for the benefit of students on Sunday, 13 March 1988. 
All measures will be taken to receive students at the 
University Campus and for the operation of the restau- 
rants beginning at midday. 


Concerning all other public and private educational 
institutions which were closed down on Monday, 29 
February 1988, they are authorized to reopen from 
Monday, 14 March 1988. Regarding the public and 
private middle level and secondary educational institu- 
tions, their reopening date will be made public as soon as 
consultations between the minister of national education 
and the socio-professional groups are completed. The 
minister of national education is also happy to inform 
the public that to facilitate the transportation of school 
children in the Dakar region, the Sotrac [expansion 
unknown] has decided to extend up to 17 March 1988 
the validity of their monthly bus coupons for the month 
of February. This measure is only valid for preschool and 
elementary school children. The minister assures all 
parents that he will spare no effort to ensure that their 
interventions, together with those of the government and 
the teachers, will preserve studies and ensure the future 
of their children. 


END OF 
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